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material.
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1. Introduction
The objective of the Waste Crime Alerts (WCA) is to provide authorities with an up-to-date overview of
developments in the illicit waste trade. The Waste Force project partners collected and analysed the
latest information on waste crime to identify trends and possible threats of illegal waste trade, for
example to certain geographic locations/routes and the identification of modus operandi for specific
waste flows. The collected open source information includes news cases, enforcement agency bulletins,
outcomes of court cases, relevant publications, policy updates and relevant videos and documentaries.
The Waste Crime Alert will be published by the WasteForce project every three months.
This special edition of the Waste Crime Alert summarises and analyses information that was published
between January 2018 and January 2020. The Waste Crime Alert is structured as follows:
1. Introduction
2. Overview of 31 Publications and 8 Legislative updates, see also the overview in Annex I
3. Overview of 7 IGO Enforcement actions, see also the overview in Annex II
4. Overview of 12 documentaries/videos, see also the overview in Annex IV
5. Summary and Analysis of 76 News cases published, see also the overview in Annex II.

2. Publications, Legislation and Governance
See also the overview in Annex I

2.1 Legislation and governance
In the WCA #1 - #4 there were 8 reports on legislation / governance- related issues. This include two
reports related to the Basel Convention (Ban Amendment and “Norwegian amendment), two
measures from the European Commission, one from the European Court and three from national
governments. See an overview in Table 1.
Description

Organisation/Country

Date

Australia aims to ban all export of recyclable waste

Australian Government

13-aug-19

Basel Ban Amendment into force
the Commission published technical guidance on the
classification of waste (2018/C 124/01), to address the
interface between chemical, product and waste
legislation
The Commission adopted new eco-design measures
for products such as refrigerators, including
requirements for reparability and recyclability.
Top European Court Expands WEEE Definition: Certain
Defective Equipment May Be Included “that require
repair, such that [the equipment] cannot be used for its
original purpose”.
A landmark decision by 187 countries will see nonrecyclable mixed plastics classified as ‘hazardous
waste’ — restricting their flow across national borders.

Basel Convention

13-sep-19

India set to outlaw six single-use plastic products
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European Commission

European Commission

1-oct-2019

European Court

4-jul-19

European Environmental
Bureau, Basel Convention

15-may-2019

Indian government

28-aug-19
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United Kingdom
Banned F gas for refilling equipment
Government
21-sep-19
Table 1: Summary of changes in waste legislation and governance on the global, regional and
national level.
2.2 Publications
Overall, in WCA #1 - #4, thirty-one (31) publications were included. This includes thirteen articles,
sixteen reports, one book and a briefing. Fourteen of the publications are about plastic waste; four
about e-waste; four about hazardous waste; two about Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF); two about the
environment including waste, one about tyres; and finally four about waste in general.
The articles and reports are published by intergovernmental organizations (United Nations, INTERPOL,
World Customs Organisation, European Commission, Basel Convention), NGO’s (WWF, SDG Europe,
Basel Action Network, Gaia), national agencies (Legambiente, Health Council of the Netherlands) and
media (Reuters, the Guardian, NPR). See also Annex I.

3. IGO Enforcement actions
See also the overview in Annex III.
IGO Enforcement actions include two reports from World Governance Organisation and five from
EUROPOL. The reports involve the following operations: Demeter IV, ROTAMM, Silver Axe, Green
Tuscany and the EMPACT joint actions. Table 2 shows an overview as well as in Annex II.
IGO

Date

World
28-nov-18
Customs
Organisation
World
feb-19
Customs
Organisation
EUROPOL 21-dec-18
EUROPOL

21-apr-18

EUROPOL

apr-19

EUROPOL
EUROPOL

18-6-2019
18-9-2019

Link
http://www.wcoomd.org/EN/MEDIA/NEWSROOM/2018/NOVEMBER/ILLEGALTRADE-IN-WASTE-OVERVIEW-OF-OPERATION-DEMETER-IV.ASPX
https://mag.wcoomd.org/uploads/2019/02/WCONews88_UK.pdf

https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/empact-joint-action-daysgenerate-big-results-in-2018
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/illegal-waste-trafficking-howto-make-eur-18-million-200-000-used-tyres
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/how-company-earned-to-€1million-illegally-trading-ten-tons-of-ozone-depleting-substances ; video of the
operation available: https://youtu.be/4NgID4qqrMo
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/operation-silver-axe-strikesfor-fourth-time-seizing-over-550-tonnes-of-illegal-pesticides
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/trash-worth-millions-of-euros

Table 2: An overview of the international law enforcement operations and reports
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4. Documentaries and other videos
See also the overview in Annex IV
In the WCAs, 12 videos were included, most of which documentaries, but also a training video and a
video about the Basel Convention Conference of the Parties.
Title
Organisation
Link
Waste Shipment Regulatory:
animated training video

European Network of
Prosecutors for the
Environment (ENPE)
“Cement’s Dirty Business”
Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP)
Basel,
Rotterdam
and Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm Conventions 2019 Stockholm
COPs
Conventions
Plastic Waste - A World
Problem
SafePlanet
Hugh visits an illegal plastic
recycling plant in Malaysia
BBC
Dumping plastic waste on
others
DW / Reuters
Ecomafie 2019

https://vimeo.com/333388717
or: https://vimeo.com/333388494
https://www.occrp.org/en/documentaries/ce
ments-dirty-business/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftHNEB0FkU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_contin
ue=4&v=JV73HchPgmc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07c90ff
https://www.dw.com/en/dumping-plasticwaste-on-others/av-49451092
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHre5C1
SrA8

Legambiente
Documentary
by
individual filmmaker
Daniel Lambo
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9266874/

Breathless
Waste smugglers - original title
in
Norwegian:
Søppelsmuglerne
Brennpunkt, NRK TV.
Cash investigation Plastique la
grande intox Intégrale
Cash Investigation
Our plastic waste poisons
Malaysia (Nos déchets en
plastique empoisonnent la
Malaisie)
Envoyé spécial

SBM conceals serious health
risks of toxic ship
Zembla

https://tv.nrk.no/serie/brennpunkt/2019/MDD
P11000819/avspiller
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct6f4seH9E
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/environnem
ent-et-sante/video-nos-dechets-en-plastiqueempoisonnent-la-malaisie_3602939.html
Youtube:
https://youtu.be/CaxkaxW8uUE
Article:https://www.bnnvara.nl/zembla/artikel
en/sbm-conceals-serious-health-risks-oftoxic-ship

Table 3: Documentaries about illegal waste management and trade and other related videos
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5. Cases
In total, 76 cases are included in the WCAs #1- #4. In this section the involved countries and routes,
modus operandi, criminal organisations and sentences are described and analysed.
1. Types of waste and routes (origins and destinations)
Most cases involved plastic waste (18), unspecified hazardous waste (13), e-waste (9), shipbreaking
(5) and ozone depleting substances (5 cases). There were cases involving oil (3) household waste (2),
metal waste (2), tires (2) batteries (1), compost (1), industrial (1), RDF (1), lead (1), textile (1) and in
11 cases the waste type was unspecified. The involved countries are located on the map, see Figure
2.
Figure 1 shows the number of cases with routes between continents, in 26 cases there was no route
(origin or destination) reported or there was no waste transport.

Figure 1: Reported routes in cases

Reported important import, export and re-export ports for (illicit) waste are:
• Italy: Genoa, Bari and Livorno, Trieste, Palermo and Salerno.
• Belgium: Antwerp
• United Kingdom: Felixstowe
• Thailand: Laem Chabang (reported as the most important entry port of the country, where
90% of the waste is coming in).
• Greece: Athens. It was also reported that Greece is considered one of the major ports of entry
for the illegal refrigerants.
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Figure 2: Map of cases in WCA #1-#4, indicating the waste illegally traded and/or disposed.

Origin and Destination Countries
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Figure 3: Origin and destination countries of waste reported in the cases in the WCA’s

2. Waste types and quantities
Waste types
Figure 4 presents the diffferent waste types organised by the number of cases. In some cases, there
are multiple types of waste, the first of the described types is included in the figure, others can be
found in the cases in Annex III. In 9 cases the type of waste were unspecified. Finally, Ozone
Depleting Substances include the refrigerants R22, R407C, R404A, R134A.
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Figure 4: Waste types organised by the number of cases
Quantities
• 100 containers were reported to be exported with plastic waste.
• In an operation in China 338,100 tons of waste were seized.
• 950 non-functioning solar panels
• A truck with 24.4 tonnes going from Italy to Croatia, to 12,000 tonnes suspected to be shipped
over a period of time between the Netherlands and Africa/Asia.
• Examples of shipments quantities:
o 100 containers (multiple shipments)
o 338,100 tonnes of waste (multiple shipments, seized in one operation)
o 1 shipment of around 125 tonnes and 2 shipments with 180 tonnes.
o 10,000 tonnes of unspecified waste
o 57,000 tonnes of illicit compost waste
o 5,177 tonnes of mixed plastic and hazardous waste
o 23,000 tonnes of metal waste
o 200,000 tyres (with a value of €2 million)
• Overall numbers:
o Reported that the Chinese ban on plastic waste imports disrupted the flow of more than
7 million tons of plastic scrap a year.
o Authorities in Malaysia also found 30 illegal recycling plants.

3. Modus Operandi and crime types
In the 76 cases, different types of offence were reported, including:
• Illegal Exports:
o False or wrong declaration of waste/ mislabelled (recyclable products.)
o Contaminated waste unreported (e.g. plastic with chemical substances).
o Smuggling (hidden behind legal waste)
o Export without notification
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Crimes related to management of waste
o Fraud with recycling and illegitimate claims of money from Producer Compliance
schemes for collecting and recycling
o VAT Fraud and tax evasion.
o Lack of a permit
o Illegal dismantling factory (e.g. in Nigeria)
o Illegal recycling facilities (e.g. in Malaysia)
Illegal dumping/disposal
Illegal trade online
Illegal storage in warehouses

Interesting modus operandi
Shoes: In one case in which toxic plastic waste from Italy was exported to China, trasformed into shoes
and shipped back to Italy.1
Warehouses: there are 5 cases where hazardous waste is “landfilled” in production halls and
warehouses. In Poland, Italy and Greece companies rented warehouses to dispose the waste and then
abandoned them. There were also organised crime groups allegedly involved in this activity.2
Fires: In two cases there were burnings reported of waste, in Slovenia and Italy. 3
Compost: In one case waste (metal, plastic, glass) was mixed with compost and sold to field owners
that cultivate corn and oil.4

4. Criminal Organisations
The structures of criminals involved in the cases range from individuals and single companies, to small
criminal networks, to serious and organized crime groups. In this chapter we made the following
categorisation: international groups/networks, national groups/networks and individual companies. In
the cases where there is no specific reporting of organised crime involvement we used the term
criminal network.
In half of the cases was reported that companies were involved. In the following table some example
cases are given of reported organized crime groups (including with legal business structures), smaller
criminal networks (including with legal business structures) and cases with individual companies.
1. Transnational Organised Crime Groups (OCGs)/ Criminal Networks

Transnational OCG: case 5

Transnational OCG: case 4

1

https://www.thelocal.it/20191025/italian-mafia-caught-turning-toxic-plastic-into-shoes
https://newsbeezer.com/polandeng/mlada-fronta-dnes-on-the-import-of-hazardous-waste-from-poland-business/,
https://www.toscanachiantiambiente.it/lecomafia-alla-conquista-dei-capannoni-industriali-di-firenze/,
https://www.coolingpost.com/world-news/23-tonnes-of-illegal-hfc-seized-in-greece/,
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2019/10/07/news/rifiuti_smaltimento_illecito_arresti_lombardia_pavia-237877111/
http://www.affaritaliani.it/cronache/cinesi-made-in-prato-pistoia-traffico-illecito-rifiuti-ci-sono-anche-italiani-619921.html?refresh_ce
3
https://www.24ur.com/novice/slovenija/v-zadnjih-letih-vec-pozarov-v-predelovalnicah-odpadkov.html
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2019/06/04/rifiuti-20-arresti-per-traffico-illecito-in-sei-regioni-il-gip-di-milano-nei-capannoni-nessunaprecauzione-per-salute/5232068/
4 https://www.sabaudiainforma.it/cronaca/traffico-illecito-di-rifiuti-indagine-partita-da-pontinia/
2
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Illegal sales of tyres from Europe to South
America and Africa.
Estimated profits €1.8 million.

Business structures: 4 companies
Italy to Iran, Libya, Egypt, Jordan, Afghanistan,
Togo, Somalia, Iraq, Nigeria and other African
or Asian countries.
3500 hazardous and non-hazardous waste
ELVs
Estimated value 1.7 million

Transnational OCG: case 51
Business structures: three companies in the
UK.
“waste mafia”
Renting of warehouses to store waste.
47 people under investigation.
Hazardous waste

Transnational OCG: case 7
“waste mafia”
Hazardous waste from Poland to Czech
Republic
Tyres from Italy and the UK to Poland
Chemicals from Germany to Poland.

Transnational OCG: case 68
Business structures: 5 companies involved
Involvement of murder by one of the members
Plastic recycling sent toxic plastic materials to
China to make shoes

Transnational OCG: case 65
Business structures
Toxic plastic waste
Operating in Italy and Slovenia, members of
Italian and Chinese origin
Affiliations with the Camorra

Transnational OCG: case 33
Business structures: company exported the
ODS
Ozone-Depleting substances (R22 refrigerant
gas)
Smuggling without license
Profits €500 000 to €1 million

2. National Organised Crime Groups (OCGs)/ Criminal Networks
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National OCG: case 67
Business structures: fictitious companies
National Illegal waste disposal in warehouses
Based in Calabria
Involved in burning of waste

National OCG: case 53
Business structures: Company involved
acting as intermediary
7 dumping sites
estimated profits €400,000.
20 people arrested
Involved in burning of waste

National criminal network: case 8
Business structures: Involved illegal waste
transport and storage
Group of 9 persons working in companies

National OCG: case 9
Business structures: Two businessman
head of illegal traffic
1000 used batteries (17 tons of hazardous
waste)

National criminal network: case 12
Business structures: 6 companies involved in
illegal export for shipbreaking exports to India
Fines €50,000-750,000

Single companies - cooperation with other individuals or companies is unknown
The following cases are examples illegal waste exports and other waste crimes involving
companies:
• Cambodia: a local Chinese firm illegally imported plastic waste from the US and Canada
(case 45)
• China: during the inspections of 1155 companies, 236 violations were found (case 18)
• Canada: a company was involved in illegal export of falsely declared plastics (case 45)
• France: a company committed fraud with recycling (case 35)
• Italy: managers of a company illegally disposed waste (case 38)
• Italy: Involvement of ecologic company in developing illicit compost mixed with waste (54)
• Sri Lanka: company imports 241 containers hazardous waste from the UK (case 47)
• The Netherlands: one company was involved in illegal e-waste export to Tanzania (case
31)
• The Netherlands: company Illegally exports bunker oil (case 10)
• The Netherlands: illegal export for shipbreaking (12)
• The Netherlands: company exports illegal waste to Africa and Asia (case 59)
• The Netherlands: company illegally exports waste from the Netherlands to Ghana (case 70)
• United Kingdom: one company commits fraud in exports to Nigeria (case 7)
• United Kingdom: one company was found guilty of exporting household waste (case 52)
• United Kingdom: one company illegally stores RDF (case 73)
• South Korea: Illegal export 6500 tonnes of waste, plastics, used batteries, diapers (case 15)
• Thailand: companies illegally import used electronics (case 20)
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Icons: Icons made by Freepik, Trash pack, Prettycons, Eucalyp, Smashicons, Flaticons
from “www.flaticon.com"

5. Sentences
Though in most cases investigations are still ongoing, different sentences were reported, including:
• Community service: 100 hours/ 200 hours
• Fines: 11,000 €, $21,000, €50,000, €75,000, £ 240,000, £ 510,000, $40 million (oil disposal in
the sea)
• Seizure proceeds of crime
• Payment of clean-up costs (£30,000)
• Suspended prison: 6 months
• Shutdown of plants
• Take back procedure (12)
• Record 16 years custodial sentence plus pay back £1.3 million (illegitimate claims of 20,000
tonnes of e-waste recycling + export between UK & Nigeria)
• Prosecution of 96 members organised crime group Italy-Slovenia (operation Green Tuscany)
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Annex I: Legislation and Governance
Title

Organisation
Summary

Link
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT,
THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE
COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS on:
The implementation of the circular economy package: options to address the
interface between chemical, product and waste legislation
COM/2018/032 final
European Commission
On the 9th of April 2018, the Commission published technical guidance on the
classification of waste (2018/C 124/01), as announced in the Commission's January
2018 Communication on options to address the interface between chemical, product
and waste legislation.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52018DC0032
Environmental Implementation Review (EIR) including 28 country reports
European Commission
05 April 2019
In April 2019 the European Commission published the second Environmental
Implementation Review (EIR), an overview of how EU environmental policies and laws
are applied on the ground. The EIR includes a communication of the policy findings, a
policy background document and 28 country reports. One of the thematic areas of the
EIR is waste management. Turning waste into a resource is supported by: (i) fully
implementing EU waste legislation, which includes the waste hierarchy, the need to
ensure separate collection of waste, the landfill diversion targets, etc.; (ii) reducing
waste generation and waste generation per capita in absolute terms; and (iii) limiting
energy recovery to non-recyclable materials and phasing out landfilling of recyclable
or recoverable waste. SDG 12, mentioned above, supports actions on the field of waste
management. The EIR Policy background also includes as assessment of
Environmental governance. The policy background refers to the enforcement the
illegal shipment or dumping of waste. The EIR review also refers to the “Action plan
on Compliance Assurance” to deliver good practices and guidance on how to combat
environmental crime. The EIR review also refers to the EU policy of recognising
environmental crime and especially wildlife and waste trafficking as a priority. The EIR
review lists the actions led by enforcement agencies against environmental offences
with support of EUROPOL. The review also notes to the networks of professionals
(e.g. IMPEL) are playing a crucial role and the Commission intends to further
strengthen their role.
Finally, digitalisation and e-Government services can also help to develop a more
effective and better integrated enforcement administration. The EIR review suggests
two tools to develop a more effective and better integrated enforcement administration:
• The “Quality of Public Administration - A Toolbox for Practitioners: The
Toolbox aims to support, guide and encourage those who want to modernise
public administrations in support of prosperous, fair and resilient societies. It
is intended as a reference and resource by pointing readers to existing EU
policies and international practices, illustrated by almost 170 inspirational case
studies.
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The European eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020: proposes an ambitious
vision to make public administrations and public institutions in the European
Union open, efficient and inclusive, providing borderless, personalised, userfriendly, end-to-end digital public services to all citizens and businesses in the
EU.
Website
of
the
Environmental
Implementation
Review:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/index_en.htm
EIR 28 Country Reports: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/countryreports/index_en.htm
The Quality of Public Administration - A Toolbox for Practitioners:
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/quality-publicadministration-toolbox-practitioners
The European eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020: http://eurlex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0179

G7 ministers recognize INTERPOL's role (in countering environmental crime)
INTERPOL
05 April 2019
G7 Interior Ministers have called for increased operational cooperation and sharing of
law enforcement information via INTERPOL to better combat human trafficking,
terrorism and environmental crime. With environmental criminals estimated to
generate between USD 110 and 281 billion in illicit profits each year, the G7 ministers
said national law enforcement capabilities to conduct transnational investigations and
operations needed to be enhanced along with increased information-sharing via
INTERPOL. The need for a collective approach by law enforcement agencies,
customs, environmental agencies, prosecutors and NGOs – as per the National
Environmental Security Task Force template developed by INTERPOL – was also
underlined at the meeting.
https://www.interpol.int/News-and-Events/News/2019/G7-ministers-recognizeINTERPOL-s-role
Governments agree landmark decisions to protect people and planet from
hazardous chemicals and waste, including plastic waste
UN Environment
12 May 2019
Basel Convention COPs 2019: Governments agree landmark decisions to protect
people and planet from hazardous chemicals and waste, including plastic waste.
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/governmentsagree-landmark-decisions-protect-people-and-planet
Cooperation agreement (MoU) signed between the Italian Carabinieri and the
Parliamentary Ecomafia Commission to counter illicit waste activities
The Italian Carabinieri and the Ecomafia commission
16 May 2019
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Carabinieri and the
Parliamentary Ecomafia commission to facilitate cooperation in different areas,
including the exchange of information and operational cooperation to counter
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offences in the waste sector. Thanks to the protocol, the parties will be able to
collaborate in carrying out judicial police activities. Additionally, training activities will
be organized, best practices will be exchanged and internships organized.
http://www.ansa.it/canale_ambiente/notizie/istituzioni/2019/05/16/accordo-di-lavorofra-carabinieri-e-commissione-ecomafie_753a9ffb-8953-47a4-a4e4554c1ffc3a9b.html
Top European Court Expands WEEE Definition: Certain Defective Equipment
May Be Included
The European Court of Justice
04 July 2019
E-waste
In a decision dated 4 July 2019, the European Court of Justice (“ECJ”) ruled that the
definition of waste electrical and electronic equipment (“WEEE”) under the WEEE
Directive may include defective products “that require repair, such that [the equipment]
cannot be used for its original purpose”. The WEEE Directive requires Member States
to appropriately enforce the collection, recycling and waste management of
computers, televisions, cell phones, refrigerators, and other types of electronic waste
at the end of their life cycle. Hong Kong traders that deal in used electrical goods may
be affected by this new ruling. The Court’s decision comes about pursuant to a case
brought before it on WEEE shipments being made out of the EU. In consequence, the
case may have ramifications for traders shipping WEEE to, within or outside the EU.
https://www.bailii.org/eu/cases/EUECJ/2019/C62417.html
https://hkmb.hktdc.com/en/1X0AHZLI/hktdc-research/Top-European-Court-ExpandsWEEE-Definition-Certain-Defective-Equipment-May-Be-Included
Consigning the export of plastic waste to the dustbin of history
Basel Convention
15 May 2019
Plastic
A landmark decision by 187 countries will see non-recyclable mixed plastics classified
as ‘hazardous waste’ — restricting their flow across national borders. This will help
ensure that poor countries do not become dumping grounds for the rich and boost
waste reduction efforts and recycling closer to source, experts said.
https://meta.eeb.org/2019/05/15/consigning-the-export-of-plastic-waste-to-thedustbin-of-history/ , http://www.brsmeas.org/?tabid=8005
Plastics at the BRS COPs 2019, Consigning the export of plastic waste to the
dustbin of history
The Basel and Stockholm Conventions
May 2019
Many countries are taking steps to mitigate plastic pollution, recognizing it as a
serious and rapidly growing issue of concern worldwide that needs an urgent global
response. The Basel and Stockholm Conventions have a direct impact on the plastic
waste trade, on standards for the management of plastic waste, and on the toxic
exposure inherent in the plastic pollution crisis for large and microscopic plastics on
the land and in the marine environment. The UN Environment Assembly (UNEA)
had invited the Basel Convention “to increase their action to prevent and reduce
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marine litter and microplastics and their harmful effects,” and the Basel, Rotterdam,
and Stockholm Convention (BRS) Secretariat has participated in and presented at
UNEA’s Ad Hoc Open-Ended Expert Group on Marine Litter and Microplastics.
In 2018, Norway proposed amendments to the Basel Convention annexes to bring
the global trade in dirty, hard-to-recycle, or unrecyclable plastics under the scope of
the Convention. Several members and partners of the #breakfreefromplastic (BFFP)
movement issued positions, statements, and letters of support for the proposed
changes and attended the concurrent meetings of the Conferences of the Parties to
the BRS Conventions (BRS COP). The BFFP member and partner engagement at
these meetings is in concert with the ongoing work to support development of an
international legally binding agreement on plastics and plastic pollution to address
the entire life cycle of plastics, including: binding global reduction targets; caps on
production and consumption of plastics; and requirements for loss prevention,
collection, and recycling of all plastics.
https://meta.eeb.org/2019/05/15/consigning-the-export-of-plastic-waste-to-thedustbin-of-history/ , http://www.brsmeas.org/?tabid=8005
Collaboration with the WCO highlighted at the BRS Conference in Geneva
WCO, Basel Convention
29 June 2019
E-waste
The cooperation between the WCO and the BRS Conference Secretariats in using the
Harmonized System (HS) to address environmental and social issues. Among the
important tools discussed and adopted by the Council was the 2022 version of the
Harmonized System. Some notable amendments are new headings or defining
electronic waste (e-waste) and various gases with high global warming potential.
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/june/wco-council-maps-the-roadahead-during-its-annual-sessions.aspx,
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/may/collaboration-with-the-wcohighlighted-at-the-brs-conference-in-geneva.aspx
Prime minister Australia pledges to ban the export of recyclable plastic
Australian Government
13 August 2019
Plastic
Australia will ban export of recyclable waste 'as soon as practicable', PM vows. State
environment ministers will consult industry to develop a timeline to improve the
recycling system. The prime minister has vowed to do more to tackle plastic waste in
the world’s oceans, saying the export of waste plastic, paper, glass and tyres will be
banned. Scott Morrison said only about 12% of materials are properly recycled in
Australia and he wanted that to change. With state and territory leaders, he has laid
out a plan for environment ministers to improve the recycling system. “There will be
no export of plastics and paper and glass to other countries where it runs the risk of
floating around in our oceans,” he said in Cairns after a Council of Australian
Governments (Coag) meeting on Friday. We’ve got to start thinking about what we do
when that happens. I would like that date to be as soon as is practicable.” Last year it
cost Australia $2.8bn to export nearly 4.5m tonnes of waste, with most going to
Vietnam, Indonesia and China.
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/aug/14/how-will-a-domestic-wasterecycling-industry-work-in-australia,
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/aug/09/australia-to-ban-export-ofrecyclable-waste-as-soon-as-practicable-pm-vows
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Exclusive: India set to outlaw six single-use plastic products on October 2 sources
Government of India
28-8-2019
India is set to impose a nationwide ban on plastic bags, cups and straws on Oct. 2.
These include plastic bags, cups, plates, small bottles, straws and certain types of
sachets, said the officials, who asked not to be identified, in line with government
policy. “The ban will be comprehensive and will cover manufacturing, usage and import
of such items,” one official said. The ban on the first six items of single-use plastics will
clip 5% to 10% from India’s annual consumption of about 14 million tonnes of plastic.
Penalties for violations of the ban will probably take effect after an initial six-month
period to allow people time to adopt alternatives, officials said. The federal government
also plans tougher environmental standards for plastic products and will insist on the
use of recyclable plastic only, the first source said.
https://in.reuters.com/article/us-india-pollution-plastic-exclusive/exclusive-india-setto-outlaw-six-single-use-plastic-products-on-october-2-sources-idINKCN1VI19F
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Netherlands will apply hefty tax to RDF imports as of 2020
Dutch Government
18-09-2019
The Dutch is government is moving ahead with plans to tax wastes imported for
incineration beginning on 1 January 2020. The measure would expand an existing tax
on incinerated domestic wastes, the “afvalstoffenbelasting” to include imported wastes.
That waste tax rate currently stands at €32.12. The government itself predicts that the
expansion of the tax will all but eliminate imports of refuse derived fuel (RDF) in just
three years. Because the tax would raise the total cost of waste incineration in the
Netherlands above the average price in competing countries, “the imported waste
stream is expected to evaporate completely over time”, according to the government’s
assessment of the budget measure. RDF imports currently make up around a quarter
of all of the wastes incinerated in Dutch waste plants. The Netherlands imported some
1.9 million tonnes of waste for incineration in 2017.
https://www.euwid-recycling.com/news/policy/single/Artikel/netherlands-will-applyhefty-tax-to-rdf-imports-as-of-2020.html
Argentina could become 'sacrificial country' for plastic waste, say activists.
Country has changed definition of waste, which campaigners fear could lead
to imports of low-grade plastic scraps
The Guardian
4-11-2019
Argentina has changed its definition of waste in a move that could allow it to import
millions of tonnes of plastic waste discarded in the US. The country’s president,
Mauricio Macri, signed a decree in August reclassifying some materials destined for
recycling as commodities instead of waste, allowing looser oversight of mixed and
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contaminated plastic scraps that are difficult to process, and are often dumped or
incinerated.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/01/argentina-plastic-wastedumping-ground-imports
Entry into force of amendment to UN treaty boosts efforts to prevent waste
dumping
Basel Convention
13 September 2019
Momentum and political will continues to grow for tackling the world’s everintensifying waste problem, with this week celebrating the threshold for the Basel
Convention1’s Ban Amendment to enter into force being reached. The Ban
Amendment prohibits the export of hazardous waste from developed countries
(OECD, EU member states, Liechtenstein) to developing countries. The Ban
Amendment will enter into force on 5 December 2019 following the recent ratification
by Croatia. The entry into force of the Ban Amendment has significant political
weight, acting as a flagship of international efforts to ensure that those countries with
the capacity to manage their hazardous wastes in an environmentally sound manner
take responsibility for them, while still allowing Parties wishing to receive wastes
required as raw materials for recycling or recovery industries.
http://www.basel.int/Implementation/PublicAwareness/PressReleases/BanAmendm
ententryintoforce/tabid/8120/Default.aspx
https://www.impel.eu/entry-into-force-of-amendment-to-un-treaty-boosts-efforts-toprevent-waste-dumping/
New rules make household appliances more sustainable
European Commission
01-10-2019
In a continued effort to reduce Europe's carbon footprint and to make energy bills
cheaper for European consumers, the Commission today adopted new eco-design
measures for products such as refrigerators, washing machines, dishwashers and
televisions. Improving the ecodesign of products contributes to implementing the
‘Energy efficiency first' principle of the EU's Energy Union priority. For the first time
the measures include requirements for repairability and recyclability, contributing to
circular economy objectives by improving the life span, maintenance, re-use,
upgrade, recyclability and waste handling of appliances.
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Banned F gas for refilling equipment
Government United Kingdom
21-August-2019
From 2020, you will not be able to use virgin (unused) F gases to refill existing
refrigeration systems when:
• the refrigeration system contains F gas equivalent to 40 tonnes or more of
carbon dioxide
• the F gas has a global warming potential above 2,500
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/banned-f-gas-for-refilling-equipment
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Solving Plastic pollution 2019 through accountability
WWF
05 March 2019
The report by WWF is a call for collective global action. WWF urges governments,
industries, and members of the public to acknowledge that the current global
approach to addressing the plastics crisis is failing and calls on them to take
actions. It argues that due to waste mismanagement, one-third of plastic waste is
estimated to have entered nature as land, freshwater or marine pollution.
Mismanaged waste is a direct result of underdeveloped waste management
infrastructure. According to WWF, in 2016, four per cent of global plastic waste was
exported, amounting to roughly 13 million metric tons, of which G7 countries were
the source for nearly 50 per cent of this export waste. China recently increased
quality standards for plastic waste imports into the country resulting in these G7
nations unable to export to China due to their highly contaminated domestic
waste31. Given that two-thirds of all plastic waste exports had previously arrived in
China, further changes to trade patterns could have a significant impact on plastic
pollution. Without China’s waste management system, it is estimated that 111
million metric tons of plastic waste would be displaced by 2030. Unless plastic
exporters heighten their contamination standards, or countries invest in their own
recycling capacity, the international plastics trade will remain fragile, and will risk
exacerbating the damage that plastics have on the environment.
http://www.wwf.gr/images/pdfs/Solving_plastic_pollution_through_accountability.pdf
How Waste Assessments and Brand Audits are Helping Philippine Cities
Fight Plastic Pollution.
Gaia
07 March 2019
The report, Plastics exposed: How waste assessments and brand audits are
helping Philippine cities fight plastic pollution, uses data from household waste
assessments and brand audits (WABA)[1] conducted by Mother Earth Foundation
(MEF) in six cities and seven municipalities[2] across the country in the past five
years. GAIA extrapolated the data to calculate daily and yearly plastic usage
throughout the country in order to provide new quantitative evidence about plastic
pollution in the Philippines. The report is being launched ahead of the UN
Environment Assembly meeting next week, where plastic pollution will be
discussed.
http://www.no-burn.org/plastics-exposed/
Hazardous substances in a circular economy
Health Council of the Netherlands
15 May 2019
Hazardous substances in a circular economy; an ideal circular economy all
materials and products are reused and production of waste is zero. More recycling
will take place in a circular economy than in the current one. Via recycling,
hazardous substances may unintentionally end up in toys or food packaging for
example. This can cause adverse health effects.
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The Dutch Health Council sees opportunities to structure the circular economy in
such a way that health risks are largely prevented.
https://www.healthcouncil.nl/documents/advisory-reports/2018/05/15/hazardoussubstances-in-a-circular-economy
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Checking out plastics. A survey of UK supermarkets' plastic habits
Environmental Investigation Agency - Greenpeace
2019
Plastic from supermarket shelves represents a huge proportion of the total amount
flooding onto the UK market each year – with even more of the material used
before we place an item in our basket. Behind the scenes, plastic is endemic
throughout the grocery supply chain: from the elds of plastic polytunnels used to
grow fruit and vegetables through to the packaging used in transportation. All this
comes at a huge environmental and social cost which we are just beginning to
understand.In this report, the Environmental Investigation Agency and Greenpeace
UK present the findings of the most comprehensive survey to date on how
supermarkets are addressing plastic pollution.
https://checkingoutonplastics.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2019/04/Checkingout-on-plastics.pdf
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Plastic & Climate: The Hidden Costs of a Plastic Planet
CIEL Center for International Environmental Law
May 2019
Amidst growing concern about the impacts of plastic on the oceans, ecosystems,
and human health, there’s another largely hidden dimension of the plastic crisis:
plastic’s contribution to global greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. This
report examines each of these stages of the plastic lifecycle to identify the major
sources of greenhouse gas emissions, sources of uncounted emissions, and
uncertainties that likely lead to underestimation of plastic’s climate impacts. The
report compares greenhouse gas emissions estimates against global carbon
budgets and emissions commitments, and it considers how current trends and
projections will impact our ability to reach agreed emissions targets. It also
compiles data, such as downstream emissions and future growth rates, that have
not previously been accounted for in widely used climate models. This accounting
paints a grim picture: plastic proliferation threatens our planet and the climate at a
global scale.
https://www.ciel.org/reports/plastic-health-the-hidden-costs-of-a-plastic-planet-may2019/
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Plastic & Health: The Hidden Costs of a Plastic Planet
CIEL Center for International Environmental Law
February 2019
Despite being one of the most pervasive materials on the planet, plastic and its
impact on human health is poorly understood. Human exposure to it grows with
increasing plastic production and use. Research into the human health impacts of
plastic to date have focused narrowly on specific moments in the plastic lifecycle,
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from wellhead to refinery, from store shelves to human bodies, and from disposal to
ongoing impacts as air pollutants and ocean plastic.
Individually, each stage of the plastic lifecycle poses significant risks to human
health. Together, the lifecycle impacts of plastic paint an unequivocally toxic
picture: plastic threatens human health on a global scale.
https://www.ciel.org/reports/plastic-health-the-hidden-costs-of-a-plastic-planetfebruary-2019/
Where does your plastic go? Global investigation reveals America's dirty
secret.
The Guardian
17 June 2019
Plastic
A Guardian report from 11 countries tracks how US waste makes its way across
the world – and overwhelms the poorest nations. A team of Guardian reporters
in 11 countries has found: Last year, the equivalent of 68,000 shipping
containers of American plastic recycling were exported from the US to
developing countries that mismanage more than 70% of their own plastic waste.
The newest hotspots for handling US plastic recycling are some of the world’s
poorest countries, including Bangladesh, Laos, Ethiopia and Senegal, offering
cheap labor and limited environmental regulation.
In some places, like Turkey, a surge in foreign waste shipments is disrupting
efforts to handle locally generated plastics.
With these nations overwhelmed, thousands of tons of waste plastic are
stranded at home in the US, as we reveal in our story later this week
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/jun/17/recycled-plastic-americaglobal-crisis
Ecomafia 2019
Legambiente
4 July 2019
Waste Crime + Environmental Crime
According to the yearly report published by Legambiente, in 2018 there has
been a huge increase in the crimes related to the agro-food and construction
sector, but also in the waste sector. The overall business of the so-called 'ecomafie' is estimated at 16.6 billions of euro - with more than 360 criminal groups
involved. Specifically, regarding the illicit trafficking and management of waste,
there have been about 22 illicit acts per day, - which means around 8 thousand
in 2018.
https://www.legambiente.it/ecomafia-2019-le-storie-e-i-numeri-della-criminalitaambientale-in-italia/
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Illegal and Sub-Standard Plastic Waste Treatment: When Recycled
Plastics May Be Harmful for Consumers — and Why Black Plastics Are
Unjustly Blamed
PolyCE Consortium
25 July 2019
Plastic
Last July 2019, the PolyCE consortium published an article dealing with illegal
and substandard plastic waste treatment and its possible risks for the
consumers. PolyCE is a H2020 project whose expertise mainly lies in the
development of advanced recycling and recovery solutions for high quality postconsumer recycled (PCR) plastics. Based on its expertise, the consortium
elaborated a set of arguments to counter the idea that black plastics are
commonly believed to represent a problem in Waste Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (WEEE) recycling because, allegedly, they are “wrongly sorted” and
end up in food-contact applications. However, mainly the lack of knowledge on
best practices for plastic waste treatment as well as the illicit treatment and
misuses of these substances, are the real reason for the widespread pollution.
Efficient and systematic quality verification methods, instead, should become a
substantial part of the recycled polymer supply systems.
https://medium.com/@PolyCE_EU/illegal-and-sub-standard-plastic-wastetreatment-when-recycled-plastics-may-be-harmful-for-bb42d02c51c9
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Mapping the Flow of the World’s Plastic Waste
Visual Capitalist, Iman Gosh
03 July 2019
Plastic
A visualisation of the top plastic export and import flows.
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapping-the-flow-of-the-worlds-plastic-waste/
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The world's plastic pollution crisis explained
National Geographic
Plastic
07 June 2019
The world's plastic pollution crisis explained. Much of the planet is swimming in
discarded plastic, which is harming animal and possibly human health. This
article aims to answer the question if it can be cleaned up.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/plastic-pollution/
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Spotlight Report on Sustainability in Europe. Who is paying the bill ?
(Negative) impacts of EU policies and practices in the world.
SDG Watch Europe
2019
Studying EU policies thoroughly means studying policies of externalization. The
thirteen chapters assembled in this publication constitute an impressive –
impressively gloomy though – evidence for this assertion. Wherever you turn your
eyes, whatever policy domain you may be concerned with: What at first glance may
seem to be part of the European Union’s internal policies immediately turns out to
be a story of externalities, a matter of spill-over effects transcending the borders of

22

Waste Crime Alert

Link

Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

Link

WasteForce

the European polity. And more often than not it is negative externalities that come
into sight. Negative externalities that we should be talking about instead of
obsessively trying to ignore them.
https://mk0eeborgicuypctuf7e.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Who-ispaying-the-bill-2019_web.pdf
The plastic waste trade in the circular economy
European Environment Agency
28 October 2019
The briefing provides an overview of exports of plastic waste from the 28 EU
Member States (EU-28) to other countries and discusses its possible
consequences and opportunities. It builds on a report by the EEA’s European
Topic Centre on Waste and Materials in a Green Economy (ETC/WMGE).

Extra-EU-28 plastic waste trade by receiving country
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/waste/resource-efficiency/the-plastic-wastetrade-in
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U.S. Recycling Industry Is Struggling To Figure Out A Future Without China
NPR
20-8-2019
Discussion about solutions for plastic recycling in the United States.
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/npr/750864036/u-s-recyclingindustry-is-struggling-to-figure-out-a-future-without-china
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Nigeria losing billions of dollars in illegal e-waste exports’
The Guardian
28-Oct-2019
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Experts have revealed that Nigeria is losing millions in foreign exchange due to the
activities of the informal sector collectors of electronic waste. They urged the
government to sanitise the informal e-waste recyclers through proper legislation
and awareness creation.
https://guardian.ng/property/nigeria-losing-billions-of-dollars-in-illegal-e-wasteexports/
China plans to end illegal hazardous chemical dumping by 2025
Reuters
21-Oct-2019
China will step up efforts to end the illegal dumping of hazardous chemical waste
over the next six years, raising its monitoring and treatment capacity and
blacklisting violators, the environment ministry said on Monday. All regions must
create a comprehensive hazardous chemical monitoring system by the end of 2025
and ensure they have sufficient treatment capacity, the ecology and environment
ministry said in its notice on Monday.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-environment-chemicals/china-plans-toend-illegal-hazardous-chemical-dumping-by-2025-idUSKBN1X00E4
Report on fate of re-exports of seized illegal imports of waste from the USA to
Indonesia
Nexus3, an Indonesian NGO & Basel Action Network (BAN)
28 October 2019
A report by environmental groups says the Indonesian government is shipping
containers of imported plastic waste from the U.S. to other countries instead of
sending them back to the source as it claimed it would.
http://wiki.ban.org/images/7/7f/Report_USContainer_Re-exports_Indonesia.pdf
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/11/indonesia-waste-plastic-export-import-illegal/
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Figure 5: Figures showing the containers exported from the United States to Indonesia and the
destination countries of re-exports from Indonesia. Source: Nexus3, an Indonesian NGO & Basel
Action Network (BAN). http://wiki.ban.org/images/7/7f/Report_USContainer_Re-exports_Indonesia.pdf
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Trading tires: How the West fuels a waste crisis in Asia
The Guardian
18-10-2019
Article regarding the global trade in waste tires. The trade has almost doubled in
the past five years. The tires are burned in India and Malaysia to make low-quality
oil in a process known as pyrolysis. Reuters revealed pyrolysis caused mass
poisoning in southern Malaysia. Britain is currently the largest exporter, followed by
Italy and the United States. India is by far the biggest buyer, accounting for 32% of
global imports last year, up from 7% five years ago, the U.N. data shows. Tires are
not defined as hazardous under the Basel Convention, which governs trade in
dangerous waste, meaning there are few restrictions on trading them internationally
unless specified by the importing country.

Link

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-asia-waste-tyres-insight/trading-tires-how-thewest-fuels-a-waste-crisis-in-asia-idUSKBN1WX0LD
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Kate O’Neill, Department of environmental science, policy and management, UC
Berkeley
2019
Waste is one of the planet’s last great resource frontiers. From furniture made from
up-cycled wood to gold extracted from computer circuit boards, artisans and
multinational corporations alike are finding ways to profit from waste while diverting
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materials from overcrowded landfills. Yet beyond these benefits, this “new”
resource still poses serious risks to human health and the environment. In this book
Kate O’Neill traces the emergence of the global political economy of wastes over
the past two decades. She explains how the emergence of waste governance
initiatives and mechanisms can help us deal with both the risks and the
opportunities associated with the hundreds of millions – possibly billions – of tons of
waste we generate each year. Drawing on a range of fascinating case studies to
develop her arguments, including China’s role as the primary recipient of recyclable
plastics and scrap paper from the Western world, “Zero-Waste” initiatives, the
emergence of transnational waste-pickers’ alliances, and alternatives for managing
growing volumes of electronic and food wastes, O’Neill shows how waste can be a
risk, a resource, and even a livelihood, with implications for governance at local,
national, and global levels.
https://www.amazon.com/Waste-Kate-ONeill/dp/0745687393
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RDF Burned in Bulgaria May Contain Toxic Waste
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Bluelink stories
29-6-2019
Article describes incineration of RDF in general in Bulgaria, dilemma if RDF is
waste or not and also weakness of control of such a waste.
https://bluelink.info/environment-health/consumption-and-waste/rdf-burned-inbulgaria-may-contain-toxic-waste/
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Summary the Montreal Protocol Awards to recognise combatting the
illegal trade in environmentally sensitive commodities
29 August 2019
The UN Environment Programme’s OzonAction, the Ozone Secretariat and the
World Customs Organization.
Globally, 24 countries reported seizures: Argentina, Armenia, Belarus, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Dominican Republic,
Georgia, Greece, Honduras, Iran, Jordan, Mongolia, Namibia, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Paraguay, Poland, Rwanda, Spain, Sri Lanka and Turkey. A total of 255,726 kg
of chemicals was seized, stocked in 19,992 cans, cylinders or containers, and
27,944 pieces of equipment and compressors were confiscated. Despite these
impressive figures, only 24 countries, or 12 per cent of 196 countries, reported
seizures. And assuming that only few per cent of traded goods are inspected,
often less than 3 per cent, the magnitude of illegal trade might be significantly
higher. In Latin America, a total of 9,412 cylinders and 27,024 pieces of
equipment were seized. In some cases, the issue of disposal of the seized goods
(re-export, destruction or auctioning) is still being decided.
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/environmentalauthorities-and-customs-join-forces-against-environmental

26

Waste Crime Alert

WasteForce

Annex II Enforcement Actions
EUROPOL
Title
Date
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Title
Date
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

EMPACT join actions days generate big results in 2018
21 December 2018
In 2018 the Member States of the European Union joined forces with Europol and its
institutional partners to fight organised crime groups active in the ten priority crime
areas which fall under the European multidisciplinary platform against criminal
threats (EMPACT). The outcomes of the Joint Action Days exemplify the
tremendous impact that they had on some of the EU’s most threatening organised
crime groups.
Over the course of 2018, eight cross-border law enforcement operations targeted
serious international and organised crime in the EMPACT priority crime areas,
including on environmental crime.
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/empact-joint-action-days-generatebig-results-in-2018

Illegal waste trafficking: how to make €1.8 million from 200,000 used tyres
21 April 2018
The Spanish Guardia Civil, with the support of Europol and Ameripol, dismantled a
criminal group illegally trading used tyres in several countries across Africa, America
and Europe.

As part of Operation ROTAMM, the Guardia Civil dismantled a criminal group
operating from Spain that acquired used tyres and sold them illegally in Africa,
America and Europe. The operation involved 17 countries from the 3 continents. It is
estimated that the criminal organisation could have obtained net profits amounting to
nearly EUR 2 million. As a result of the investigations, nine people were arrested. In
addition, criminal charges were pressed against another five individuals under
investigation and 17 houses were searched. Investigators believe that this group
could have been illegally moving more than 200 000 tyres over the last five years.
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/illegal-waste-trafficking-how-tomake-eur-18-million-200-000-used-tyres
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World Customs Organisation
Title
Illegal trade in waste: overview of Operation Demeter IV
Date
28 November 2018
Summary
Operation DEMETER IV targeted illegal transboundary movements of waste. A
total of 75 Customs administrations participated in the joint global operation, the
biggest Customs operation targeting illegal trafficking of waste to date, which
yielded over 326,133 tonnes and 54,782 pieces of different types of waste.
The most frequently seized commodities included mineral slag (283,671.925
tonnes), plastics (9,816.018 tonnes), e-waste (245.277 tonnes and 14,826
pieces), waste rubber (1,032.970 tonnes), municipal waste (518.420 tonnes),
clothes (5,371.804 tonnes), paper (25.705 tonnes), batteries (62.226 tonnes), and
metal scraps (8,212.226 tonnes). A total of 214 seizures were reported,
comprising 199 cases involving waste. The largest seizure was a shipment of
smelting slag (approximately 180,000 tonnes) from Spain, intercepted by China
Customs.
For more
http://www.wcoomd.org/EN/MEDIA/NEWSROOM/2018/NOVEMBER/ILLEGALinformation,
TRADE-IN-WASTE-OVERVIEW-OF-OPERATION-DEMETER-IV.ASPX
please visit:
Title
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WCO News 88 - Illegal waste trafficking: more data is key to getting a better
grip on this trade
February 2019
World Customs Organization
Between 1992 and 2012, the volume of waste traded grew from 45.6 million
tonnes to 222.6 million tonnes, an increase of more than 500% in just two
decades! The proportion of the world’s waste being exported to developing
countries grew by 40% between 1998 and 2009. Considering that, in 2016, the
world generated 2 billion tonnes of municipal solid waste, the global waste trade
today places severe pressure on developing countries. Africa and the
Asia/Pacific regions are key destinations for large shipments of waste, especially
e-waste, plastics, and various scrap metals. In West Africa, significant recipients
include Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Nigeria. In Asia, favoured destinations include
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan in the South, and China, Hong Kong, the
Philippines and Vietnam in the Far East.
Since 1 January 2018, China has banned the importation of 24 types of solid
waste and scrap, including scrap metal, plastic waste, and e-waste. Although
comprehensive statistics on global trade flows are lacking, estimates show that
until that date, China was by far the biggest importer of waste, receiving half of all
global waste imports, with Hong Kong acting as a major transit point.
Illicit flows
Illegal activities take different forms: transporting waste on the black market,
mixing different types of waste, declaring hazardous waste as non-hazardous, or
classifying waste as second-hand goods. Indeed, when products are classified
as second-hand goods, they are no longer governed by international waste
regulations and can be traded with developing countries. (…) These imports also
put pressure on port infrastructure. Since China introduced the ban, neighbouring
countries and certain African countries have become increasingly targeted by
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shippers of illegal waste. Even when shipments are legal, these countries find
themselves lacking the capacity to accommodate them at their ports and other
points of entry.
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Lack of data
It should be stressed repeatedly that there is still not enough data available to get
a clear picture of illicit international waste flows. In order to identify trafficking
trends as accurately as possible and enhance risk management, countries must
register their seizures in their national enforcement database, as well as in the
WCO Customs Enforcement Network (CEN) database. Such data will enable the
targeting of Customs and law enforcement operations to be refined, whilst
providing qualitative intelligence. In the training domain, the recently Green
Customs Guide to Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) has been
updated.
https://mag.wcoomd.org/uploads/2019/02/WCONews88_UK.pdf
WCO News 88 – Operation Demeter
World Customs Organization
February 2019
In order to get a snapshot of illicit trade flows in waste and to strongly encourage
further attention and action from Customs administrations, the WCO decided, in
2009, to organize an enforcement operation called Operation DEMETER. During
the seven-week long operation, Customs administrations in 65 countries targeted
illicit cross-border shipments of hazardous and other waste en route from
seaports in Europe to seaports in Africa and the Asia/Pacific region. A second,
third and fourth incarnation of the operation was launched in 2012, 2013 and
2018 respectively. This time, all modes of transportation and all routes used for
the illegal shipment of waste were targeted. Once again, seizures were mostly
made at European departure points, with West Africa as a major destination
region, especially for used car parts and, increasingly, for e-waste.
DEMETER IV saw the best results in terms of the volume of waste seized,
yielding over 326,133 tonnes and 54,782 pieces of various types of waste,
including mineral slag, plastics, e-waste, waste rubber, municipal waste, clothes,
paper, scrap metal and batteries. The largest single seizure was a shipment of
about 180,000 tonnes of smelting slag from Spain, which was intercepted by
China Customs.
During the course of each operation, Customs officers shared intelligence and
applied profiling and targeting techniques to identify high-risk consignments
shipped on all routes and via all modalities. Participants relied on CENcomm, the
WCO’s secure and encrypted communication tool, to exchange information on
concealment methods and on the identity of the infringers and the parties
involved. It goes without saying that sustained communication between Customs
administrations could result in more timely interception of illegal shipments and
better intelligence.
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The biggest challenge
Illegal waste trafficking is a little-known, lucrative business with devastating
consequences for human health and the environment. A lot of knowledge can be
extracted from databases using data mining techniques, supporting effective
frontline enforcement at borders. Unfortunately, collecting decent amounts of
quality data from Customs administrations remains the biggest challenge. Solving
this challenge will not only contribute to better enforcement, but also have a farreaching impact on efforts to protect the environment, as well as the safety of
people around the world.
https://mag.wcoomd.org/uploads/2019/02/WCONews88_UK.pdf

Trash worth millions of Euros
EUROPOL
18-9-2019
EUROPOL article on waste crime: several factors (striving to reduce expenses,
economic crises and structural challenges in different industrial sectors)
encourage the proliferation of illegal waste disposal services. This demand
causes organised crimes groups (OCGs) to specialise in waste management.
Legal business structures are an integral aspect of this crime phenomenon.
However, the companies involved in such activities engage in a number of
crimes for which they are usually prosecuted. The article also reports on
Operation Green Tuscany that can be found under cases.
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/trash-worth-millions-of-euros

Title

Operation Silver Axe Striked for the fourth time seizing over 550 tonnes of
illegal pesticides

Date
Organisation
Summary

18-10-2019
EUROPOL
A new milestone for one of Europol’s annual operations, supported by the
European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and involving nearly 30 countries. Operation
Silver Axe began in 2012 to target the illegal trade of pesticides. Since its launch,
1222 tonnes of illegal and fake counterfeit products have been seized. In 2019,
550 tonnes of goods have been confiscated in Europe and three individuals
arrested. Now in its fourth year, operation SILVER AXE IV saw law enforcement
officers carry out checks at major seaports, airports and land borders. Production
and repackaging facilities were also checked in the 29 participating countries.

https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/operation-silver-axe-strikes-forfourth-time-seizing-over-550-tonnes-of-illegal-pesticides
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Annex II Videos and documentaries
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary
Link

Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions 2019 COPs
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions
May 2019
Video of the 2019 Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions COPS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftH-NEB0FkU&feature=youtu.be

Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

Plastic Waste - A World Problem
SafePlanet
16 May 2019
Marine plastic litter has been a growing concern since the rise of the plastic
industry in the mid-1950s. Global plastic production has increased steadily and
has reached 320 million tonnes a year. Of the estimated 6.3 billion tonnes of
plastic waste produced since the 1950s, only 9% has been recycled and another
12% incinerated. The greatest burden of plastic waste entering the sea is likely to
arise where waste collection systems are ineffective or even non-existent.
Waterborne plastic poses a serious threat to fish, seabirds, marine reptiles, and
marine mammals, as well as to boats and coasts.is an environmental problem
occurring on a global scale today. Developing countries in particular may face
challenges in managing the rapidly growing volume of plastic waste.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=JV73HchPgmc

Link
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary
Link
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

Link
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary
Link

Hugh visits an illegal plastic recycling plant in Malaysia
BBC
5 June 2019
At a recently closed recycling plant, Hugh and CK find vast piles of abandoned
plastics, particles of which are also contaminating nearby water courses.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07c90ff
Dumping plastic waste on others
DW / Reuters
03 July 2019
Globally, only a small fraction of plastic waste is recycled. Mountains of it, also
from wealthy countries whose waste management systems are not keeping up
with the production of plastics, pile up in Southeast Asian countries far less
equipped to handle plastic waste.
https://www.dw.com/en/dumping-plastic-waste-on-others/av-49451092
Ecomafie 2019
Legambiente
7-8-2019
This video in Italian provides a summary of the main results included in the report
published by Legambiente 'Ecomafie 2019'.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHre5C1SrA8
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Breathless
Documentary by individual filmmaker Daniel Lambo
24 June 2018
Following the deaths of his father and many others from his village, filmmaker
Daniel Lambo sets off on a passionate quest to find the truth about the deadly
asbestos industry. His search takes him to the largest asbestos waste dump in
India and unveils a cold-blooded industry still endangering the lives of workers
and consumers around the world. A gripping story on the fight of individuals
against a booming asbestos industry.
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9266874/
The Electronic Waste Challenge: A Global Perspective
GIZ, BMZ, UNU SCYCLE
12 August 2019
Growing electronic waste (e-waste or WEEE) volumes from consumers are a
challenge for low and middle income countries. Informal recycling of
valuable and hazardous components creates an income opportunity for the
poor, but poses major health and environmental risks and also reduces
resource efficiency. Illegal e-waste exports make this problem worse,
particularly where there are no environmentally sound recycling facilities in
countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Informal collection can be
supported by trainings, formal e-waste management businesses, and
legislation like extended producer responsibility (EPR) laws, leading to a
more sustainable circular economy.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sY9hLOmQBUo
Recyclage: après l’Asie du Sud-Est, où vont aller nos déchets ? (Recycling:
after South-East Asia, where will our waste go?)
France24
23 August 2019
After the plastic and paper ban decided by China, exporting countries have
turned to other markets like Malaysia and Vietnam. But this situation did not
last long and the countries of South-East Asia were quick to close their
borders, some even returning containers filled with waste in their country of
origin. What will be the next destination for our waste? Will the developed
countries be able to cope with the lack of opportunities?

Link

https://www.france24.com/fr/20190823-recyclage-dechets-plastique-chineasie-sud-est-poubelle-papier

Title
Date
Organisation
Summary
Link

Søppelsmuglerne (waste smugglers)
October 2019
Brennpunkt, NRK TV.
Parked cars are filled with electronics, then they disappear. Brennpunkt reveals a
hidden millionaire industry with major environmental consequences.
https://tv.nrk.no/serie/brennpunkt/2019/MDDP11000819/avspiller

Title

Cash investigation Plastique la grande intox Intégrale
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September 2018
Cash Investigation
Ten tons of plastic are produced every second in the world and one of them ends
up in the oceans ... At this rate, there will be more plastic than fish in the sea in
2050! The magazine "Cash Investigation" in partnership with the weekly
magazine Le 1, has set off to explore this ever-growing plastic continent, as big
brands are addicted to this material, pushing to consume more and more plastic.
The magazine presented by Elise Lucet also reveals how certain plastics are
contaminated by chemicals that are dangerous to health.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct6f4s-eH9E
Our plastic waste poisons Malaysia (Nos déchets en plastique
empoisonnent la Malaisie)
5-9-2019
Envoyé spécial
Since China's decision in January 2018 to stop the import of plastic waste from
around the world for recycling, Malaysia has recovered a large part of it. Plastic
from all over the world arrives in Malaysia's main port, Port Kelang, in containers
transported by ship. Today, this Southeast Asian country is drowning in garbage.
In two years, its imports have more than tripled. In 2018, France alone exported
18,000 tons of plastic.
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/environnement-et-sante/video-nos-dechets-enplastique-empoisonnent-la-malaisie_3602939.html
SBM conceals serious health risks of toxic ship
16-9-2019
Zembla
A documentary about shipbreaking, including about a Dutch multinational
company that allowed a heavily polluted gas tanker to be demolished on an
Indian beach in 2018.
Youtube: https://youtu.be/CaxkaxW8uUE
Article:https://www.bnnvara.nl/zembla/artikelen/sbm-conceals-serious-healthrisks-of-toxic-ship
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Annex III: All Cases
Case 1. Nigeria
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/
Value
Routes

Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Case 2. Italy –
Nigeria,
Cameroon,
Benin
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

Nigeria named as global destination for illegal waste trafficking
01-10-2018
N.A.
N.A.
Main destination countries: Nigeria, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Sierra Leone,
Tanzania, Togo, Benin and Senegal as well as China, Hong Kong, Indonesia,
India, Malaysia, Pakistan and Vietnam.
Illegal trade and dumping of waste

N.A.
A new study has fingered Nigeria and 15 other countries in Africa and Asia as
the main destination for Environmental crimes, especially illegal waste trafficking.
The study by UN Environment, titled The State of Knowledge of Crimes that have
Serious Impacts on the Environment, listed illegal dumping and trade of wastes
among the five of the most prevalent environmental crime areas globally.
https://guardian.ng/property/nigeria-named-as-global-destination-for-illegalwaste-trafficking/

Waste directed to Africa, stocked in the East of Rome
28 January 2019 (date of confiscation, seized in October 2018)
E-waste, ELVs, batteries, toys, including hazardous waste
N.A.
From Italy (from warehouses in Rome through the port of Genoa)
To Nigeria, Cameroon and Benin
Illegal export of hazardous waste

N.A.
Several tons of waste (e-waste, ELVs, batteries, toys etc.), including hazardous
and polluting ones, were stocked in an area of 2000 squared meters, rented by
a citizen of Nigerian origin and owned by an Italian citizen (not aware of the
actual usage), and located in the eastern suburbs of Rome. They were then
transported to the port of Genoa, and then to the African continent – in
particular to Nigeria, Cameroon and Benin.
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https://www.romatoday.it/cronaca/discarica-lunghezzina-rifiuti-africa.html

Illicit trafficking of waste, 15 people arrested in Rome. A business of more
than 500 thousand Euro.
January 2019
E-waste: refrigerators, washing machines, other ferrous materials
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.

Involvement of a criminal network (15 people arrested)
The Italian Carabinieri – Forestal Police, coordinated by the Distrectual
Antimafia office in Rome, discovered a criminal network involved in the illicit
trafficking of waste. The investigation had started already in 2016, initially
related to a number of toxic fires. These were the result of an illicit management
of waste, operated by representatives of recycling companies in cooperation
with citizens of Roma origin. The main type of waste involved was metal scrap.
https://www.lastampa.it/2019/01/15/roma/traffico-illecito-di-rifiuti-arresti-a-romagiro-daffari-per-oltre-mila-euro-GDKCHWmlUq1N0vFA1ayn0K/pagina.html

Case 4. Italy – Iran, Libya, Jordan, Afghanistan, Togo, Somalia, Iraq, Nigeria and other
African or Asian countries
Title
Operation ‘Cannibal Cars’
Date
February 2019
Type of waste
Hazardous and non-hazardous waste, including ELVs
Quantity/Value
3500 tons with a value of 1.7 million euro
Routes
From: Italy – the port of Bari Genoa and Salerno
To: Egypt, Iran, Libya, Jordan, Afghanistan, Togo, Somalia, Iraq, Nigeria and
other African or Asian countries.
Type of crimes/
Illegal shipments of hazardous waste
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
Four companies involved
organisation
Summary
Operation ‘Cannibal cars’ relates to a suspected illicit transboundary movement
of hazardous waste involving Italy, Egypt, Iran and Libya. 4 companies placed
in the region Apulia – Italy have been arrested. About 3,500 tons of hazardous
and non-hazardous waste, including ELVs, have been trafficked – for the total
value of 1.7 million euro. According to the investigations, coordinated by the
prosecutor Renato Nitti, the shipments started back in 2014 – from the ports of
Bari, Genoa and Salerno. Main destinations were Iran, Libya, Egypt, Jordan,
Afghanistan, Togo, Somalia, Iraq, Nigeria and other African or Asian countries.
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https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/notizienascoste/981310/legambiente-traffico-di-rifiuti-il-preferito-dalla-criminalita.html
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/home/981138/traffico-di-rifiutiscoperto-tra-la-puglia-africa-e-iran.html

Case 5. Spain – South America, Africa
Title
Police in Spain put brakes on international illicit used tyre gang
Date
23 April 2018
Type of waste
Tyres
Quantity/Value
N.A.
Routes
From Europe to South America and Africa
Type of crimes/
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

Illegal export of used tyres destined for destruction

Involvement of an organised criminal network (9 arrests)
In an operation backed by Europol and Ameripol, police in Spain have disputed
an organised criminal network that made hundreds of thousands of euros from
illegally selling used tyres sourced from European member states in South
America and Africa. The effort resulted in the arrest of nine people who are
suspected of being members of a Spanish-based gang that acquired large
quantities of used tyres that were destined for destruction.
https://www.illicit-trade.com/2018/04/police-in-spain-put-brakes-oninternational-illicit-used-tyre-gang/

Case 6. United Kingdom - China
Title
Recycled plastic from Chelmsford has been found in bales stockpiled in
Hong Kong - ready to go into landfill.
Date
24 January 2018
Type of waste
Quantity/ Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

Plastics
Thousands of tons
United Kingdom / Poland to Hong Kong
N.A.

Possible companies involved
Bottles and recycling from here were found still in council recycling bags.
It's as the environment secretary has admitted the UK has been 'exporting too
much waste', after an investigation found thousands of tons of plastic
earmarked for landfill across the world. (…) Essex Reclamation has informed
Chelmsford City Council that the company uses Eurokey Recycling as one of
the merchants that they deal with. Chelmsford City Council has no direct
relationship with Eurokey, and therefore does not supply any materials directly
to them, but clearly material collected at kerbside may well have been onward
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transferred to Eurokey by Essex Reclamation. "Regarding the waste that was
found in the yards in Hong Kong, any claims of illegal waste export with
evidence that Eurokey Recycling exported the material, would be a matter for
the company to take up.
https://www.heart.co.uk/essex/news/local/recycled-plastic-from-chelmsfordfound-in/

Case 7. United Kingdom - Nigeria
Title
Fraudster ordered to pay back £1.3 million after conning electrical waste
industry
Date
7 February 2019
Type of waste
E-waste, household waste
Quantity/Value
N.A.
Routes
From the United Kingdom to Nigeria
Type of crimes/
illegitimately claims of money through government-backed Producer
Modus
Compliance Schemes for collecting and recycling waste that in reality, the
Operandi
company had never handle.
VAT fraud
Exporting hazardous waste to Nigeria
Criminal
N.A
organisation
Summary
A Leeds man has been ordered to pay back £1,373,060 he illegally earned after
the conclusion of a proceeds of crime hearing at Leeds Crown Court. Dugbo
was found guilty in 2016 of falsifying paperwork from his Leeds based firm, TLC
Recycling LTD, to illegitimately claim money through government-backed
Producer Compliance Schemes for collecting and recycling over 19,500 tonnes
of household electrical waste during 2011. In reality, his company had never
handled the amounts of waste described and he was not entitled to the
substantial fees he was paid. He had also tried to reduce previous benefit
totalling more than £96,000 for convictions for VAT fraud in 2014 at Leeds
Crown Court and exporting hazardous waste to Nigeria in 2011 at Basildon
Crown Court.
For more
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jailed-fraudster-ordered-to-repay-14information,
million
please visit:
Case 8. France
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation

Waste trafficking dismantled in the Alpes-Maritimes
15-3-2018
Hazardous waste
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.

Involvement of companies (site managers, traders, subcontractors)
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Illegal disposal of hazardous waste. Nine men (site managers, traders,
subcontractors) involved in the creation of waste transport and storage front
companies
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/entreprises-trafics1521195801
http://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/alpes-maritimes-les-trafiquants-jetaient-lesdechets-dans-les-cours-d-eau-15-03-2018-7610841.php

Case 9. France
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

Organised crime - Juicy traffic of used batteries
10-9-2018
Used batteries mixed with scrap metal
17 tonnes
N.A.
Illegal export of used batteries mixed with scrap metal
Two companies involved.
Two entrepreneurs were presented as the head of the traffic of 1000 used
batteries mixed with scrap metal founded by customs in containers in 2012,
equivalent to 17 tons of hazardous wastes.
https://www.lexpressmada.com/10/09/2018/crime-organise-trafic-juteux-debatteries-usagees/

Case 10. The Netherlands - Belgium
Title
Illegal collection of non-usable bunker fuel
Date
12-12-2018
Type of waste
Bunker oil
Quantity/Value
N.A.
Routes
Netherlands-Belgium
Type of crimes/
Illegal export – without permit
Modus Operandi
Criminal
N.A.
organisation
Summary
Non-usable bunker fuel was exported illegally (without permit) from the
Netherlands to Belgium.
For more
http://deeplink.rechtspraak.nl/uitspraak?id=ECLI:NL:GHDHA:2018:3444
information,
please visit:
Case 11. The Netherlands
Title
Plastic Waste
Date
5-1-2018
Type of waste
Plastic
Quantity/Value
N.A.
Routes
N.A.
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Export of old potato bags that were contaminated, not meeting legislation for
transport.
N.A.
Illegal export of contaminated plastic bags
http://deeplink.rechtspraak.nl/uitspraak?id=ECLI:NL:RBAMS:2018:5538

Case 12. The Netherlands - India
Title
Conviction for illegal export for shipbreaking in India
Date
15-03-2018
Type of waste
Ships
Quantity/Value
N.A.
Routes
Netherlands-India
Type of crimes/
Illegal export of toxic ships
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
Involvement of six companies
organisation
Summary
The court decided to fine six companies fines between €50.000 to €750.000 for
illegal export of toxic ships to India.
For more
https://www.noordzee.nl/veroordelingen-voor-illegale-sloop-van-nederlandseinformation,
schepen-in-india/
please visit:
Case 13. The
Netherlands India
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

Another Dutch ship owner faces huge fine for having beached a vessel
20-01-2019
Ships
N.A.
Netherlands-India
N.A.

Company fined
A Dutch ship owner has been fined 780.000 EUR and paid a settlement of 2.2
million EUR - totalling to a price tag of almost 3 million EUR - for having
beached a ship for scrapping in India.
https://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/press-release-dutch-ship-owner-hollandmaas-fined/
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Case 14. Poland
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
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Poland vows to fight illegal waste dumps after toxic fires
29-05-2018
N.A.
N.A.
EU/UK-Poland
Illegal import of waste and illegal burning of waste.

N.A.
More than 60 fires took place at dumps in Poland this year and officials said
many were likely to have been deliberately started so as to destroy illegal waste
brought into Poland from other countries. They linked the influx of waste into
Poland to a decision this year by China to ban imports of many waste products.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-poland-waste/poland-vows-to-fight-illegalwaste-dumps-after-toxic-fires-idUSKCN1IU1QZ
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/poland-illegal-waste-uk-returnplastic-pollution-environment-agency-greenpeace-a8491201.html

Asia
Case 15. South Korea - Philippines
Title
Korea takes flak for illegal waste export to Philippines
Date
11-12-2018
Type of waste
Plastics, used batteries, diapers
Quantity/Value 6,500 tons
Routes
South-Korea to the Philippines
Type of
Illegal shipments
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
N.A.
organisation
Summary
According to Greenpeace, a total of 6,500 tons of garbage was illegally shipped
to the Philippines on two occasions ― July 21 and Oct. 20 ― declared as plastic
synthetic flakes. However, the shipment contained plastics, used batteries, and
diapers. A Korean company, was the consignee of the shipment. While the 5,100
tons of trash has been dumped in a rubbish heap, the remaining 1,400 tons has
been impounded by the Philippine Bureau of Customs at the Mindanao
International Container Terminal, being kept in 51 containers. "The shipment was
an unlawful act by a local waste exporter. We are set to take legal action to get
the company to address the issue," said an official of the environment ministry.
For more
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2018/12/371_260197.html
information,
http://manilastandard.net/news/national/281678/ecowaste-wants-controversialplease visit:
garbage-back-to-south-korea.html
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Case 16.
Malaysia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value

Routes

Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

Case 17.
Malaysia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary
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Malaysia's rising illegal plastic recycling factories
26-01-2019
Plastic
Malaysia’s imports of plastic waste from its 10 biggest source countries jumped
to 456,000 tons between January and July, versus 316,600 tons purchased in all
of 2017 and 168,500 tons in 2016. The United States exported an estimated
178,238 tons of plastic waste to Malaysia.
From: United States, United Kingdom, France, the Netherlands, Germany,
Australia
To: Malaysia
Illegal recycling plants and import

N.A.
Malaysia is fast becoming the top destination for plastic waste exported from
other countries. It is a booming industry, but an increase in the number of illegal
recycling plants is already causing environmental hazards and not all of the
waste can be recycled, leaving Malaysia to find a way to dispose of it.
https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/2019/01/malaysias-rising-illegal-plasticrecycling-factories-190126151235480.html,
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/10/26/asia-pacific/illegal-factories-cashmalaysias-plastics-recycling-plan/#.XGF5mVVKiCh
https://theecologist.org/2018/oct/23/plastics-uk-homes-found-malaysias-illegaldumps

Govt shutters 30 illegal plastic recycling plants as Malaysia draws waste
from abroad
16-10-2018
Plastic
N.A.
N.A.
Illegal recycling plants

N.A.
In its efforts to ensure that Malaysia does not end up as the “developed nations’
plastic trash bin” the government has shut down more than 30 illegal plastic
recycling factories. Energy, Green Technology, Science, Climate Change and
Environment Minister Yeo Bee Yin told Dewan Rakyat today that she was aware
of the public complaints and has taken stern efforts to curb illegal plastic
recycling factories. “More than 30 illegal plastic recycling factories processing
imported plastic wastes have been shut down. I was on the ground together with
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Case 18. China
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Case 19.
Pakistan
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value

Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi

WasteForce

government agencies and we did not just shut them down we also cut their
electricity, water supply and arrested the factory owners.
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2018/10/16/govt-shutters-30-illegalplastic-recycling-plants-as-malaysia-draws-waste-f/1683393
https://www.zdf.de/politik/frontal-21/kritik-an-muellexporten-nach-asien-104.html

Crackdown on waste smuggling a 2019 priority
29-01-2019
N.A.
Smuggling of 1.55 million metric tons of waste
N.A.
N.A.

During the inspections of 1155 companies, 236 violations were found. 72
companies were suspected of selling their import quotas
Despite waste imports to China falling almost in half in 2018, the General
Administration of Customs said cracking down on smuggling will be a priority this
year. Customs officers across the country investigated 481 criminal cases related
to waste smuggling last year, involving about 1.55 million metric tons of garbage,
according to the administration. Waste imports dropped 46.5 percent in 2018
from the year before. During inspections of the 1,155 enterprises with licenses to
import plastic waste, the administration found violations in 236. 72 of the
companies were suspected of selling their import quotas, according to a China
News Service report.
In July 2017, central authorities decided to phase out imported waste and switch
to domestic alternatives by 2020. So far, China has banned the import of 40
types of waste. The ban will be further expanded to another eight types in July
and another 16 by year's end, according to the Ministry of Ecology and
Environment.
http://www.china.org.cn/china/2019-01/29/content_74420325.htm

Pakistan among world’s top 3 ship scrapping countries
04-10-2018
Ships
Globally, 22.916 million tons of vessels were demolished. In Pakistan 3.5 million
tons of vessels were demolished in 2018, in India 6.32 million tons and
Bangladesh 6.26 million tons.
N.A.
N.A.
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N.A.
Pakistan ranked one of the top three ship scrapping countries in the world, ahead
of neighbouring China, as the south Asian country demolished around 3.5 million
tons of vessels during the last year. The United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development’s (UNCTAD) data showed that Pakistan scrapped 3.459
million tons of vessels in 2017, a little more than the world’s second largest
economy China’s 3.445 million tons. India and Bangladesh, however, were the
biggest ship scrappers with 6.323 and 6.260 million tons of demolition.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/376280-pakistan-among-world-s-top-3-shipscrapping-countries-unctad

Case 20. Thailand
Title
Choking to death on trash: Thailand’s toxic secret
Date
11-06-2018
Type of waste
E-waste, plastic, other
Quantity/Value 200 metrics tons were found dumped, four containers with 58 tons of plastics
were found
Routes
N.A.
Type of
“It also happened because of loopholes in our laws,” Gen. Wirachai Songmetta
crimes/ Modus said. “The Customs Department is not able to examine all containers. That’s how
Operandi
they slipped into the country. … All types of electronic waste will be X-rayed.”
Criminal
Involvement of 12 companies that are importing old electronics from countries
organisation
that are not allowed to export waste to Thailand and are therefore committing tax
fraud and evasion.
Summary
The customs in Thailand were notified by the police to review companies
involved in waste import and toughen its inspection in response to discovery of
massive loads of illegally imported garbage. “We have not found any government
department conspiring with this illegal activity. It also happened because of
loopholes in our laws,” Gen. Wirachai Songmetta said. “The Customs
Department is not able to examine all containers. That’s how they slipped into
the country. … All types of electronic waste will be X-rayed.” He added that an
audit by the revenue department found 12 such companies that are importing old
electronics from countries that are not allowed to export waste to Thailand and
are therefore committing tax fraud and evasion. Over 200 metric tons of plastic
and electronic waste were found dumped Friday in an unlicensed factory in
northern metro Bangkok. Police suspect it was brought in from other countries as
all employees in the facility were foreigners – mostly Chinese. On June 1, four
containers with 58 tons of plastic waste stuffed into them were found in the
eastern district of Lat Krabang. Wirachai said they belonged to a company
licensed for importing plastic waste, but the stock was dirty or contaminated with
chemical substances, which is not allowed as it cannot be recycled or reused.
For more
information,
please visit:

http://www.khaosodenglish.com/featured/2018/06/11/choking-to-death-on-trashthailands-toxic-secret/
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Case 21.
Thailand China
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value

Routes

Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

E-waste shunned by China piles up in Thailand
13-06-2018
E-waste, plastic
Plastics: While in 2017 a total of 145,000 tonnes of plastic waste were imported
into Thailand in the first five months of 2018 already 212,000 tonnes of plastic
waste were imported.
Electronics: While in 2017 in total 64,600 tonnes of electronic waste were
imported, in the first five months of 2018, already 52,200 tonnes of electronic
waste were imported.
From: Hong Kong, Singapore and Japan
To: Thailand, most important entry Port: Laem Chabang Port in Chon Buri
province (90% of the waste)
N.A.

N.A.
Plastic and electronic waste banned from import by China is now engulfing
Thailand, the Customs Department spokesman said Wednesday. Chaiyut
Khamkhun said that in the whole of last year, 145,000 tonnes of plastic waste
was imported for recycling -- but 212,000 tonnes has arrived in just the first five
months of this year. Imports of electronic waste last year amounted to 64,400
tonnes, but the figure has already reached 52,200 tonnes in the first five months
of 2018. The waste has increasingly been diverted to Thailand since China
banned its importation, the spokesman said. Ninety percent of the waste was
imported through the Laem Chabang port in Chon Buri province. About 500
containers - each weighing about 20 tonnes - have arrived at the port every
month so far this year.
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/general/1484385/e-waste-shunned-bychina-piles-up-in-thailand, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-pollutionewaste/thailand-is-new-dumping-ground-for-worlds-high-tech-trash-police-sayidUSKCN1IV0T9?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=twitter

Case 22. Malaysia
Title
Checks show dirty plastic still being smuggled into Malaysian ports
Date
April 23, 2019
Type of waste
Plastic
Quantity/Value 24 cargo containers containing contaminated plastic waste
Routes
Port Klang, Malaysia
Type of
Smuggling of contaminated plastic waste that was declared as ‘clean waste’
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
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Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

N.A.
The smuggling of contaminated plastic waste into the country is still ongoing,
even though the government has banned the import of such materials last year.
The smuggling activities were unearthed following the discovery of 24 cargo
containers at West Port, containing contaminated plastic waste which could no
longer be recycled.“ All the 24 containers were declared as having ‘clean’ waste.
However, further checks showed that they contained prohibited material. We
also received reports of containers bearing contaminated plastic waste in North
Port as well as in Penang. “This month, the authorities will conduct operations at
all ports nationwide. We are serious in our aim to tackle this issue. We have
already identified the import company. 148 illegal plastic recycling plants
nationwide, including those which failed to comply with the Environmental
Quality Act 1974, were shut down from January to date.
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2019/04/482312/checks-show-dirty-plasticstill-being-smuggled-malaysian-ports

Case 23. Indonesia
Title
Dutch dredger seized for alleged waste dumping
Date
10 April 2019
Type of waste
Unknown
Quantity/Value Unknown
Routes
South East China- Indonesia
Type of
Waste dumping at sea
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
The Captain (of Dutch nationality) and 15 crew members of different nationalities
Action
were detained or arrested, for investigation. Captain is facing 2-year
imprisonment or fine of approx.. $21,000
Criminal
Captain (of Dutch nationality) and 15 crew (including Dutch, Ukrainian, Polish
organisation
and Filipino nationalities)
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

Indonesian Navy fast respond unit on Apr 8 detained or arrested Dutch hopper
dredger VOX MAXIMA in Galang Island waters, Riau islands, Indonesia, south
of Singapore Strait, for alleged waste dumping, without clarifying the character
of dumped waste, and its’ quantity. According to available information and AIS
records, dredger was working in South East China sea waters for years. It is not
clear, and it wasn’t explained, why did dredger sail to Indonesian waters and
why it was illegal, if according to Master’s statement, dredger was managed by
Singaporean company. It can be assumed from Indonesian reports, that the
Captain (of Dutch nationality) and 15 crew members (including Dutch, Ukrainian,
Polish and Filipino nationalities) were detained or arrested, for investigation.
Captain is facing 2-year imprisonment or fine of some $21,000.
https://maritimebulletin.net/2019/04/10/dutch-dredger-seized-for-alleged-wastedumping/
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Case 24. China
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

China launches fresh wave of anti-waste smuggling action
12 April 2019
The waste included plastics and slag
In 2018 338,100 tons of waste were seized
Unknown
Smuggling

In 2018, 481 cases of illegal waste activity were uncovered. In 2019, [until April]
22 smuggling operations were identified, and 115 suspects have been detained.
Unknown
This follows on from ten months of enforcement action over the last year,
dubbed ‘Blue Sky 2018’ which saw a reported 481 cases of illegal waste activity
uncovered by customs officials. Details of the 2019 Blue Sky campaign were
outlined by the General administration of Customs of the People’s Republic of
China (GACC) today (12 April), with a focus on ‘control and prevention of illicit
import of waste’.
GACC said that the campaign has so far focused on 11 Customs Districts in
eight provinces, and has identified 22 smuggling operations, with 115 suspects
having been detained. This includes the seizure of 338,100 tons of waste
including plastics and slag. “Since this year (till March 20), the legally imported
solid waste has reached 3.02 million tons, down 37% year-on-year, while the
investigated smuggling cases totalled 53 in number, down 43% year-on-year,
with 67.9% thereof seized in the past few years.
https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/china-launches-fresh-wave-ofanti-waste-smuggling-action/

Case 25. Philippines (Canada)
Title
Trash talk: Philippine president to 'declare war' on Canada in waste
dispute
Date
24 April 2019
Type of waste

Household and electronic waste

Quantity/Value

More than 100 containers.

Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Action

Canada to Philippines
Illegal export of household rubbish and electronic waste

Criminal
organisation

Company

In 2016, a Filipino judge ruled that Canada must take back the 1,300 tonnes of
waste, which was brought to the Philippines by an importer and intercepted by
the country’s customs bureau.
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Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Case 26. China
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary
For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

More than 100 containers of waste were shipped in batches from Canada to the
Philippines in 2013 and 2014, falsely declared by a private firm as recyclable
plastic scraps according to Philippine officials.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/apr/24/philippine-president-rodrigoduterte-to-declare-war-on-canada-in-waste-dispute
https://www.rte.ie/radio/radioplayer/html5/#/radio1/21562939

Discharges of prohibited gas, from an area of China increased by 110 per
cent
23 May 2019
Ozone depleting substances
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown
Article about increasing of discharges of ozone depleting substances (CFC 11)
from eastern part of China.
https://zelenigenij.24ur.com/clanek/podnebne-spremembe/v-zadnjih-treh-letih-sose-izpusti-prepovedanega-plina-z-obmocja-kitajske-povecali-za-110odstotkov.html

Case 27. Poland (Czech Republic)
Title
Hazardous waste exported from Poland to the Czech Republic is stored in
rented production halls, buried in quarries or smoked illegally.
Date
4-3-2019
Type of waste
Hazardous chemicals
Quantity/Value 500.000 tons of waste. After deducting the costs of transporting garbage and
renting a warehouse, the organizers' profit is 6,000. Crowns (~233€) on every ton
of waste.
Routes
Poland - Czech Republic
Type of
Illegal export of waste tyres and hazardous chemical waste
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
‘Polish junk mafia”
organisation
Summary
"Mlada Fronta Dnes" noted that the waste brought to the Czech Republic in recent
months is probably only a small part of what the Polish junk mafia brought to their
own country. The tires come from Italy and Great Britain and the chemicals from
Germany.
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For more
information,
please visit:
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https://newsbeezer.com/polandeng/mlada-fronta-dnes-on-the-import-of-hazardouswaste-from-poland-business/

Case 28. Netherlands (Suriname)
Title
Export of mercury
Date
29-1-2019
Type of waste
Pure mercury
Quantity/Value 10 kg
Routes
Netherlands-Suriname
Type of
Illegal export of hazardous materials
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Detected by Dutch customs. Sentence is 200 hours of community service.
Action
Criminal
Family related
organisation
Summary
Suspect attempted to export a quantity of pure mercury in paint cans to his sister in
Suriname. Obviously for illegal gold mining. Labels of the cans were falsified.
For more
http://deeplink.rechtspraak.nl/uitspraak?id=ECLI:NL:HR:2019:114
information,
please visit:
Case 29. Netherlands (Poland)
Title
Import of illegal pesticides
Date
6-3-2019
Type of waste
Illegal pesticides vertimec, Apollo, Envidor, Floramite, Nissorun
Quantity/Value Quantity unclear. Trade lasted for at least one year.
Routes
Netherlands-Poland (Polish labels)
Type of
Trade via website.
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Suspect is sentenced 100 hours of community service and deprivation of 11.000,Action
euros
Criminal
Individual with network
organisation
Summary
Multiple illegal pesticides were traded, stored and repacked provided with false
labels.
For more
https://uitspraken.rechtspraak.nl/inziendocument?id=ECLI:NL:RBAMS:2019:1729&
information,
showbutton=true
please visit:
Case 30. Netherlands (United Arab Emirates)
Title
Export of used ball-bearings without notification
Date
14-3-2019
Type of waste
Ball-bearings
Quantity/Value Container
Routes
Netherlands-United Arab Emirates
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Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

Export of used products without notification.

Inspection, Administrative, fined 4000, - euro
N.A.
Export in used products without notification is considered illegal export of waste
and a violation of the European regulation on shipments of waste (EG no.
1013/2006)
http://deeplink.rechtspraak.nl/uitspraak?id=ECLI:NL:RBROT:2019:2027

Case 31. Netherlands - Tanzania
Title
Export of WEEE to Tanzania without notification
Date
28-2-2019
Type of waste
WEEE
Quantity/
Container which was sold for EUR 2 396
Value
Routes
Netherlands - Tanzania
Type of
Export of used products without notification.
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Administrative
Action
Criminal
Company involvement
organisation
Summary
The company T. BV. operates a wholesale residual stock business. On 10
February 2014, it was found to be planning to ship a consignment of electrical
equipment, or to have it shipped, in a container to a third party in Tanzania to which
it had sold the consignment for a total amount of EUR 2 396.01. T. BV. had bought
up the goods from retailers, wholesalers and/or importers. The consignment of
goods consisted of electric kettles, steam irons, fans and shavers. Most of the
appliances were in their original packaging, although some of the appliances in the
consignment were unpackaged. The consignment consisted of appliances which
had been returned by consumers under a product guarantee, on the one hand, and
goods which, because of a change to the product range, for example, were or could
no longer be sold (normally), on the other. A number of the boxes in which the
appliances were packaged carried a notice stating their defects. The glass in some
of the glass kettles was damaged. The shipment was to take place without
notification or consent in accordance with the Waste Shipment Regulation.
For more
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=211199&pageInde
information,
x=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1
please visit:
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Case 32. United Kingdom - Poland
Title
4,000 tonnes of waste illegally dumped in Poland returns to the UK
Date
10 Apr 2019
Type of waste
Unknown
Quantity/Value 4,000 tonnes
Routes
United Kingdom - Poland
Type of
The waste was illegally shipped to Poland under the guise of recycling.
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
Three companies
organisation
Summary
Almost 4,000 tonnes of poor quality, unsorted waste that was illegally shipped to
Poland from the UK under the guise of recycling has been returned. The
Environment Agency (EA) confirmed to ENDS that last week it had overseen the
return of the waste and ensured “it has been disposed of responsibly” in the UK. In
August, the agency announced three companies suspected of illegally shipping the
waste were under investigation, however the EA said it was unable to comment
further at this time because a criminal investigation is ongoing.
For more
information,
please visit:

https://www.endsreport.com/article/1581604/4000-tonnes-waste-illegally-dumpedpoland-returns-uk

Case 33. Spain - Panama (supported by EUROPOL)
Date
05 April 2019
Title
How a company earned up to €1 million illegally trading ten tons of ozone
depleting substances
Type of waste
Ozone depleting substances
Routes
Spain – Panama
Quantity/
Value
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

10 000 kg of R-22 gas being traded illegally as regenerated gas with €500 000 to
€1 million in profit
The company repackaged R-22 refrigerant liquids that should have been sorted as
hazardous waste
A company and an organised crime group
As part of a Europol coordinated operation, the Spanish Civil Guard (Guardia Civil)
discovered a company and an organised crime group involved in the illegal export
of ozone-depleting substances. The investigation revealed that a company in
Valencia, Spain, was involved in smuggling ten tons of R-22 refrigerant gas without
a legal licence, bringing in €500 000 to €1 million in profit for the criminal gang.
Police launched their investigations in 2017 when the Spanish Ministry of
Environment was informed of R-22 gas allegedly being exported to Panama
illegally. The operation disclosed that the company repackaged R-22 refrigerant
liquids that should have been sorted as hazardous waste. This led to around 10
000 kg of R-22 gas being traded illegally as regenerated gas. The investigation
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For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

revealed that these ten tons of illegally exported gas would have released 17 000
tons of CO2 into the atmosphere. A video has been posted on the discovery of the
ozone depleting substance: https://youtu.be/4NgID4qqrMo
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/how-company-earned-to%E2%82%AC1-million-illegally-trading-ten-tons-of-ozone-depleting-substances
https://youtu.be/4NgID4qqrMo

Case 34. Spain – France, UK
Date
27 March 2019
Title
Haulier in Spain caught cheating emission regulations designed to prevent
air pollution.
Routes
Spain – France, Spain- United Kingdom
Quantity/
30 vehicles
Value
Type of
Cheat devices which disable pollution control system on lorries
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
Company involvement
organisation
Enforcement
Initiated over a year ago by a regional unit of SEPRONA, this investigation was
action
made possible thanks to the collaboration between the Spanish Guardia Civil,
Europol, transport companies, lorry manufacturers and Adblue. Intelligence
uncovered during this investigation has been passed on to Europol as several
connections were made with France and the United Kingdom.
Summary
A road haulage company based in Madrid is under investigation by the Spanish
Guardia Civil (Civil Guard), and four people have been arrested, after roadside
checks uncovered high levels of use of cheat devices which disable pollution
control system on lorries. 30 diesel vehicles from that company were caught with
such cheat devices – called emulators.
Adblue is an additive which converts harmful nitrogen oxide from a diesel vehicle
exhaust into harmless nitrogen and water steam. This process considerably
reduces the emission of nitrogen oxide, which is a major source of air pollution. The
emulators work by tricking the lorry’s electronic system into “thinking” that the
selective catalytic reduction (SCR) control system is functioning correctly, when it is
not functioning at all. Operators using these devices do not have to bear the cost of
purchasing Adblue fluid or maintaining the complex SCR system on their vehicles.
These emulators however allows the lorries to produce unregulated amounts of
harmful nitrogen oxides well above the safe level.
For more
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/haulier-in-spain-caught-cheatinginformation,
emission-regulations-designed-to-prevent-air-pollution
please visit:
Case 35. France
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value

The traffic of toxic waste from Arcelor is suspended and fined
1 April 2019
Hazardous waste
Unknown
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Routes
Enforcement
Action

Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
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France
The custom officer has been sentenced to 6 months suspended prison sentence
and a fine of €6,000. The former director of Sonolub, also retired, was sentenced to
8 months suspended sentence and a fine of €10,000. Sonolub, as a legal entity,
was fined €75,000. The three will have to pay customs jointly 1.6 million euros for
the TIPP wrongly refunded. Arcelor had not been sued in this case, mainly for a
change of company name and prescription problems.
Fraud, document falsification, export and sell of hazardous waste

Company + corruption of 1 custom officer
Between 2001 and 2005, a former customs officer falsified documents to declare
the naphthalene fuel produced by Arcelor as domestic fuel and facilitate its export.
The company Sonolub, based in Normandy, was under contract to recycle the
naphthalene fuel. She never received the fuel, but provided bills showing that the
product had been processed in her factory. The dangerous product was then
resold, and customs unlocked TIPP money to Arcelor.
https://lavdn.lavoixdunord.fr/561457/article/2019-04-01/le-trafic-de-dechetstoxiques-provenant-d-arcelor-se-solde-par-des-peines-avec

Case 36. Italy- Burkina Faso, Togo
Title
Illicit trafficking of e-waste
Date
May 2019
Type of waste
950 used solar panels not functioning, declared as used e-waste and other e-waste
found in the seized warehouse.
Routes
Italy - Burkina Faso / Togo
Quantity/
Unknown
Value
Type of
Unknown
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
The ecologic operative section of Italian carabinieri and the Customs agency seized
Action
the warehouse where the solar panels and a number of other electronic products
and batteries were stored. 3 persons, one from Morocco and two from Burkina
Faso, have been so far reported for the crime of illicit transboundary shipment of ewaste.
Criminal
Organization composed by 3 persons, one from Morocco and two from Burkina
organisation
Faso
Summary
The enforcement action found out the lack of relevant documents to guarantee the
actual functionality of solar panels and mis-packaging to avoid damages during the
transportation phase. The solar panels derived from casting off of used panels in
different Italian regions. Moreover, in the transportation documents a lower number
of panels was declared. Two illicit transports of panels to Burkina Faso and Togo
were organized.
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For more
information,
please visit:
Case 37. Italy
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Case 38. Italy
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

https://www.ilgazzettino.it/nordest/padova/traffico_illecito_di_rifiuti_padova4477816.html

‘Ecomafia’ conquering the industrial warehouses in Florence
1 April 2019
Waste and residual elements of industrial processes
Under investigation
At local level, in the region of Tuscany
Illicit storage and disposal of waste

Preventive action, to detect illicit acts
Criminal organizations dealing with illicit disposal of waste.
Thanks to a collaboration actions between mayors and the prefect in the Tuscany
region, an emerging illicit activity has been detected. A number of dismissed
industrial warehouses seem to be more and more used by criminal organizations
to illegally store and dispose different kind of waste. A monitoring and preventive
action is thus ongoing, to avoid these illicit activities and possibly promote the use
of these warehouses for activities of social and economic development at local
level.
https://www.toscanachiantiambiente.it/lecomafia-alla-conquista-dei-capannoniindustriali-di-firenze/

Illicit trafficking of waste and pollution - Two people arrested in Trapani
May 2019
Urban solid waste
Unknown
South Italy
Illicit disposal of urban solid waste

2 people arrested; 8 warranty notices; search of the involved company
‘Energeticambiente’ to acquire the relevant documentation.
Two managers of the company in charge of waste disposal.
In order to reduce the costs for the disposal of urban solid waste, two managers
were responsible of systematically spilling liquids from urban waste and illegally
disposing soil coming from the street cleaning process. They were also illegally
storing special waste and hazardous and non-hazardous urban waste.
https://www.lastampa.it/2019/05/16/italia/traffico-illecito-di-rifiuti-e-inquinamentodue-arresti-a-trapani-yppDNxUD3xSqJQRdg46CzM/pagina.html
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Case 39. Greece
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

Dumping of waste
May 2019
Hazardous and toxic waste
Huge quantities of car batteries, tyres, metal waste and other hazardous waste
collected in 152 sea places
Illicit dumping of hazardous and toxic waste in the Mediterranean Sea.

The huge quantity of polluting hazardous waste was collected in 2 hours around the
Cyclades islands, through an awareness action involving an association of scuba
divers un 152 different places.
https://it.euronews.com/2019/05/07/un-mare-di-rifiuti-alle-cicladi-recuperate-1-5tonnellate-in-due-ore

Case 40. Slovenia (Italy – Croatia)
Title
Shipments of waste under microscope
Date
5 May 2019
Type of waste
Plastic
Quantity/Value 1 vehicle (23.120 kg)
Routes
Italy - Croatia
Type of
Illegal shipment (RDF declared as plastic waste)
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Pending, take-back procedure
Action
Criminal
Unknown
organisation
Summary
Summary of April joint inspections in Slovenia within SWEAP project. During one
joint inspection illegal shipment of RDF found, declared as plastic waste. The case
is still pending, take back procedure will follow.
For more
https://www.primorske.si/kronika/posiljke-odpadkov-pod-drobnogledom
information,
please visit:
Case 41. Slovenia
Title
In recent years several fires in waste management facilities
Date
09 May 2019
Type of waste
Different types of waste
Quantity/Value Unknown
Routes
Unknown
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Type of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary
For more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

Unknown

Unknown
Summary of fires, happened in waste management facilities in Slovenia in past
years
https://www.24ur.com/novice/slovenija/v-zadnjih-letih-vec-pozarov-vpredelovalnicah-odpadkov.html

Case 42. United States
Title
Carnival cruise ships are an environmental plague. Maryland must oppose
them.
Date
24-04-2019
Type of waste
Illegal dumping of wastes: oil, sewage, refrigerant gas, grey water and food
Quantity/Value Oil quantity unknown, 500,000 gallons of sewage, thousands of pounds of
refrigerants and thousands of gallons of food waste
Routes
Different United States Ports, Alaskan waters
Type of
Dumping of waste
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
A federal judge recently threatened to temporarily ban Carnival cruise ships from
Action
docking at U.S. ports. If the judge decides not to carry through with this threat,
Maryland should. Carnival Corp. was handed a $40 million fine and five years of
probation in 2016 for seven felony charges related to illegal oil dumping and their
subsequent cover-up.
Criminal
Company
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Case 43. Nigeria
Title
Date
Type of waste

A federal judge recently threatened to temporarily ban Carnival cruise ships from
docking at U.S. ports. U.S. District Judge Patricia Seitz is expected to decide on
whether to temporarily ban the cruise ships from docking in the U.S. after a June
hearing. Carnival has a long history of environmental violations, including
illegally dumping 500,000 gallons of sewage in a single year and burning
unfiltered heavy-fuel oil for 24 hours off the coast of North America in a protected
area. In addition to falsifying training and maintenance records, the company has
also leaked thousands of pounds of refrigerant gas and dumped grey water and
thousands of gallons of food waste. The cruise line also reportedly has a history
of striking whales in the Alaskan waters.
https://dbknews.com/2019/04/24/maryland-baltimore-carnival-cruise-shipenvironment-policy-oil-dumping-emissions-epa/

Police uncovers Chinese toxic waste factory in Lagos.
6-8-2019
E-waste
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Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Case 44. Malaysia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
information,
please visit:
Case 45. Cambodia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Action

WasteForce

N.A.
Nigeria - China
Illegal (toxic) factory and exports of materials
Two arrests.
A company in Nigeria owned by two Chinese nationals.
The Lagos State Police command uncovered a factory where e-waste is
assembled and exported to China and Vietnam.
Detectives also arrested two brains behind the e-waste company. One of the
suspects, Lin said: “We buy phone panels (Android and Nokia panels). We buy
them from phone repairers and scrap sellers. We remove the panel I.C. with a
machine and then ship it to China and Vietnam.
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/05/28/plastic-waste-frombangladesh-found-shipped-into-malaysia/

Malaysia to send 3,000 tonnes of plastic waste back to countries of origin
28 May 2019
Plastic waste
3,000 tonnes
The USA, Canada, Japan, Australia, France, Britain - Malaysia
Illegal waste shipment
Take back procedure
Company involvement
Malaysia will send as much as 3,000 tonnes of plastic waste back to the
countries it came from, the environment minister said on Tuesday, the latest
Asian country to reject rich countries’ rubbish.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-waste/malaysia-to-send-3000tonnes-of-plastic-waste-

Cambodia probes Chinese firm over illegal waste imports
21 July 2010
Plastic waste
1600 tonnes, waste was discovered in 83 shipping containers
United States and Canada - Cambodia. The containers were discovered in the
Sihanoukville Autonomous Port.
The containers had been mislabelled as "recycled products".
Take back procedure.
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Case 46. Indonesia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary
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Involvement of a Chinese company.
Cambodia is investigating a locally-based Chinese firm for illegally importing
around 1,600 tonnes of plastic waste from the United States and Canada, the
Southeast Asian country's customs chief told Reuters on Friday. Kun Nhim,
director-general of Cambodia's General Department of Customs and Excise,
told Reuters that a Chinese firm based in Cambodia had imported the waste,
which was discovered this week in 83 shipping containers at the Sihanoukville
Autonomous Port.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-cambodia-waste/cambodia-probes-chinesefirm-over-illegal-waste-imports-idUSKCN1UE0PH

Indonesia returns five containers of trash to US, examines 65 others
14 June 2019
Hazardous household waste and plastic waste
5 containers hazardous household waste and 65 containers of plastic scraps
US-Canada-Indonesia (household waste) and North America and Europe to
Indonesia (plastic scraps)
Illegal export
Take back of 5 containers
Four companies imported the plastic scrap into Indonesia
The Environment and Forestry Ministry reported on Friday that it had returned
five containers of trash to the United States after finding that the containers that
were supposed to contain only clean paper scraps also contained diapers,
plastic scraps, wood, fabrics and shoes in “significant amounts”. (...) Also on
Friday, Batam Customs and Excise Office and Environment and Forestry
Ministry officials oversaw the unloading of 65 containers that contained plastic
trash from North America and Europe at Batu Ampar Port in Batam, Riau
Islands.
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/06/14/ri-returns-five-containers-oftrash-to-us-examines-65-others.html,
https://www.nouvelobs.com/monde/20190616.OBS14457/l-indonesie-renvoiecinq-conteneurs-de-dechets-aux-etats-unis.html#Echobox=1560675042

Case 47. Sri Lanka
Title
Some Of The Hazardous Waste Shipped From The UK To Sri Lanka Was
Offloaded To Dubai And India
Date
29 July 2019
Type of waste

Hazardous waste

Quantity/Value

180 tonnes, 241 shipping containers

Routes

UK-Sri Lanka, and via Sri Lanka to India and Dubai.
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The waste had been mislabelled and imported as ‘used mattresses’, upon
investigation they discovered bio and clinical waste.
The investigation is ongoing.
Ceylon Metal Processing Corporation Pvt Ltd is the firm at the centre of the
investigation.
An investigation carried out by Sri Lankan authorities into almost 3,000 tonnes
of illegally imported hazardous waste has revealed that a share of it was sent
on to Dubai and India. Finance Minister, Mangala Samaraweera, informed
parliament on Friday that the importer of the waste had shipped around 180
tonnes of raw waste to India and Dubai in 2017 and 2018 respectively. The
customs department discovered how a local company had imported 241
shipping containers from the UK, 15 of which had been reshipped to India and
2 to Dubai.
https://www.balebid.com/forum/post/some-of-the-hazardous-waste-shippedfrom-the-uk-to/963?page=1
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-49100887

Case 48. Bangladesh
Title
Plastic waste from Bangladesh found shipped into Malaysia
Date
28 May 2019
Type of waste
Plastic waste
Quantity/Value
10 containers, 450 tonnes and inspection into another 50 containers is ongoing.
Routes
Bangladesh- Malaysia
Type of crimes/
Illegal export: the waste smuggled in was falsely declared as recyclable, the
Modus Operandi
illegal waste was placed behind legal waste.
Enforcement
Take back procedure.
action
Criminal
UK companies and a number of Chinese companies relocating their operations
organisation
to Malaysia, with some setting up shop here as soon as the Chinese
government announced the ban in 2017.
Summary
Plastic waste from Bangladesh has been found to be shipped into Malaysia, as
a container of waste was among nine opened and displayed to the media at
Westport on Tuesday.
For more
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/05/28/plastic-waste-frominformation,
bangladesh-found-shipped-into-malaysia/
please visit:
Case 49.
Philippines
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi

Take back your garbage from Mindanao, South Korea urged.
02 August 2019
Plastic waste, hazardous waste
5,177 tons
South Korea-Philippines
Illegal export
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Case 50. China
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
action
Criminal
organisation
Summary
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Requested take back procedure
N.A.
Environmental group EcoWaste Coalition has strongly called on the South
Korean government to act on the 5,177 tons of illegal waste exports from the
Philippines.
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/08/02/take-back-your-garbage-from-mindanaosouth-korea-urged/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1141631/boc-team-vs-foreign-trash-backed

Chinese customs returns imported solid waste
29-8-2019
Lead sludge from lead-acid batteries and slags
152. 6 tonnes
Origin unknown - China
Illegal import
Take back procedure
N.A.
Yantai customs in east China's Shandong Province has shipped back a batch of
solid waste imported from overseas to where it originated, according to the
General Administration of Customs. Seized during inspection last year, the
152.6-tonnes of garbage consisted of lead sludge from recycled lead-acid
batteries and slags produced in metal smelting, which are banned from import in
China.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-07/14/c_138225605.htm

Case 51. UK - Poland
Title
Poland won't take UK garbage any more
Date
25 July 2019
Type of waste
Plastic waste
Quantity/Value
The UK annually sends to Poland 12,000 tonnes of recyclable plastic. In April,
investigators revealed 2,452 tons of illegally stored waste, the disposal cost of
which they said could amount to almost 8 million zlotys (€1.9 million, $2.2
million).
Routes
UK-Poland
Type of crimes/
Illegal import and disposal of waste
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
15 people arrested in April
action
Criminal
'Involvement of 'waste mafia' and of three criminal gang, so far 47 people have
organisation
been charged as part of the investigations, and 28 of them are still in custody.
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Racing to meet an EU recycling target, the waste market in Poland is booming.
But Warsaw is increasingly fed up with illegally imported foreign waste, much of
it from the UK. After China called a halt in 2018, Poland soon became the sixth
largest recipient of UK waste in the world and the second largest inside the EU,
behind the Netherlands.
https://www.dw.com/en/poland-wont-take-uk-garbage-any-more/a-49725035

Case 52. United Kingdom - China
Title
Biffa found guilty in China MRF export case
Date
20 June 2019
Type of waste
Contaminated paper and household waste
Quantity/Value
7 containers (25 tonnes each), prices were 350,000 pounds for 5863 tonnes of
mixed paper and 290,000 pounds for a shipment of 4992 tonnes.
Routes
UK-China
Type of crimes/
Illegal export
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Sentence is deferred until September 2019
Action
Criminal
Large scale company
organisation
Summary
One of the UK’s biggest waste firms has been convicted of sending used
nappies and other contaminated materials to China illegally. B. W. S. was found
guilty of exporting unsorted household waste that it said was paper. The
company was prosecuted by the Environment Agency after investigators
stopped seven 25-tonne containers from leaving Felixstowe in Suffolk over
suspicions about the content.
For more
information,
please visit:
Case 53. Italy
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi

Enforcement
Action

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/25/uk-waste-firm-exportedoffensive-materials-including-used-nappies,
https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/biffa-found-guilty-in-china-mrfexport-case/
Illicit trafficking of waste and storage in the area of Brescia
5 June 2019
General waste
10,000 tons, value of trafficking 1 million euro
from South (mainly Campania region) to North of Italy (mainly Lombardia and
Veneto regions)
In the organized criminal structure, the producers were selling waste to
companies formally authorized to their treatment, but actually operating illegally.
These companies acquired, through intermediaries, industrial warehouses
where they stored the waste without any authorization and with risks for the
human health and the environment. The transport of waste was assigned to
workers with extra-EU citizenship, with no legal contract and very low salaries.
20 people arrested and seizure of 7 dumping sites worth 400k euro
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Case 54. Italy
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation

Summary

For more
information,
please visit:

Case 55. Italy
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/ Value

WasteForce

The company Winsystemp Group acted as intermediary in the illicit
management of waste, illegally stocked in warehouses in the northern regions in
Italy
A criminal organization disrupted by the Italian Carabinieri was responsible for
organizing an illicit trafficking of domestic waste from the south to the north of
Italy, where the waste was stocked in illicit dumping areas, also through the
support of an intermediary company. The investigation started from a previous
one, linked to the fire to a waste storage in Milan.
https://www.bresciaoggi.it/territori/città/traffico-illecito-di-rifiuti-depositi-nelbresciano-1.7378460; https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2019/06/04/rifiuti-20arresti-per-traffico-illecito-in-sei-regioni-il-gip-di-milano-nei-capannoni-nessunaprecauzione-per-salute/5232068/

Waste trafficking in Rome - illicit compost buried in the fields. Irreparable
damages for the environment and the public health
13 June 2019
Illicit compost (waste)
57,000 tons of special waste illegally dumped in 4 years
Region of Lazio
Illicit trafficking of waste, provision of fake certificates, illicit dumping, obstacle to
environmental control activities
Operation Smoking Fields. 3 companies, 10 vehicles, 1 dumping site and bank
accounts for more than one million euro seized - as the illicit profit of waste
trafficking.
The owners of the group S. created a fake compost, certified by illicit lab
controls, actually mixed with different types of waste, including glass, plastic and
metals. They paid the owners of neighbour lands to bury and hide the waste by
polluting the land where they cultivated olives and corn. A manager from the
Region of Lazio was also involved.
The company, in charge of developing compost from urban waste, was instead
developing illicit compost by mixing other materials (plastic, metal, glass) and
selling them to fields' owners. They were actually aware of the illicit nature of the
compost, and due to the waste smell, they were paid to bury the fake compost
into deeper parts of the fields, then used to cultivate corn and olives, and thus
creating huge risks for the environment and the human health.
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2019/06/14/traffico-rifiuti-latina-roma-compostirregolare-interrato-nei-campi-danni-irrimediabili-per-ambiente-e-salutepubblica/5253922/ ; https://www.sabaudiainforma.it/cronaca/traffico-illecito-dirifiuti-indagine-partita-da-pontinia/

Chinese made in Prato-Pistoia. Illicit trafficking of waste, Italians were also
involved
7 August 2019
Waste from textile products
Not available, due to the difficulty to estimate the presence of Chinese people in
the region, they manage almost entirely the textile sector in the area of Prato
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Case 56. Slovenia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For more
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please visit:
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From Tuscany region to other regions in the North of the country and probably
to African countries (not specified)
Illicit transportation and storage of waste from textile production
Operation Prato Waste. Precautionary custody order for 6 entrepreneurs (4
Italians and 2 Chinese) + 10 owners of fake companies both Chinese and
Italian.
Criminal group mainly made by entrepreneurs of Italian and Chinese origin.
Transportation of waste was made by people not authorized, with fake
certificates to avoid controls. Waste, instead of being treated, was stocked and
abandoned in warehouses mainly in the north of Italy. The owners of the
storages were usually not aware, while the transporters disappeared after
stocking.
http://www.affaritaliani.it/cronache/cinesi-made-in-prato-pistoia-traffico-illecitorifiuti-ci-sono-anche-italiani-619921.html?refresh_ce

Metal Scrap from Italy to Slovenia
16 May 2019
Metal waste
1 truck, 23 tonnes
Italy – Slovenia
illegal waste shipment
Take back
N.A.
During the documentary and physical inspection of the shipment of scrap metal
and metal alloys from Italy to Slovenia revealed that it was actually mixed waste
(including bulky waste from ferrous metals, metal waste with pieces of plastic
and pieces of wood).
https://www.gov.si/novice/2019-07-03-vecje-stevilo-nakljucnih-akcij-nadzoracezmejnega-posiljanja-odpadkov-na-avtocestnih-pocivaliscih-mejnih-prehodihter-v-luki-koper-2/

Case 57. Slovenia – Croatia, Italy
Title
Plastic waste from Italy to Croatia
Date
12 June 2019
Type of waste
Plastic Waste
Quantity/ Value
1 truck, 25,4 tonnes
Routes
Italy - Croatia
Type of crimes/
Illegal waste shipment
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Take back
Action
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N.A.
The shipment of the waste mixture (declared as waste plastic and rubber on the
documentation) from Italy to Croatia was recognized as an illegal shipment as
no consent was obtained which would have to be obtained for such shipment.
HTTPS://WWW.GOV.SI/NOVICE/2019-07-03-VECJE-STEVILO-NAKLJUCNIHAKCIJ-NADZORA-CEZMEJNEGA-POSILJANJA-ODPADKOV-NA-AVTOCESTNIHPOCIVALISCIH-MEJNIH-PREHODIH-TER-V-LUKI-KOPER-2/

Case 58. Germany - Netherlands
Title
Illegal transfer of an end-of-life ship
Date
28 June 2019
Type of Waste
Mixed hazardous and non-hazardous waste
Routes
Germany -Netherlands
Quantity/ Value
One ship
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
N.A.
organisation
Enforcement
Fined €5000
action
Summary
Transfer of a ship from Germany into the Netherlands that should have been
declared a waste in violation with the Waste Shipment regulation (EC No
1013/2006). Illegal movements complicate the control of waste movements into
the Netherlands by Dutch authorities. Rules are drawn up to protect
environmental quality and public health. These goals have been undermined by
the suspects behaviour. In determining the seriousness of the fact, the court
considers it important that there are no indications that the authorities would not
have authorized the transfer if they had been informed. Nor has it been found
that environmental regulations were not complied with in the actual demolition of
the ship. The court has taken these circumstances into account in determining
the penalty in favor of the suspect. The court has imposed a totally conditional
fine of € 5,000.
For more
http://deeplink.rechtspraak.nl/uitspraak?id=ECLI:NL:RBAMS:2019:4531
information,
please visit:
Case 59. The Netherlands- Africa, Asia
Title
The public prosecution service suspects illegal export of 12 million
kilograms of waste.
Date
21 August 2019
Type of waste
Plastic waste and other types
Quantity/Value
12 million kg
Routes
The Netherlands - Africa, Asia
Type of crimes/
Illegal export
Modus Operandi
Criminal
One suspect and his company.
organisation
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Enforcement
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The investigation is ongoing.
The Dutch public prosecution service suspects the illegal export of 12 million
kilograms of waste to countries in Asia and Africa. The inspectorate searched
two houses and the administration of a company in Venlo. The suspect did not
have a permit.
https://www.nu.nl/binnenland/5981397/om-verdenkt-man-van-illegaalexporteren-van-12-miljoen-kilo-afval.html

Case 60. The United Kingdom - Nigeria
Title
Convicted waste fraudster has more than 9 years added to jail time for failing to
repay £1.3 million in ill-gotten gains.
Date
27 August 2019
Type of waste
E-waste
Quantity/Value
£2.2 million was acquired through illegal activity
Routes
Previous convictions were for export from the United Kingdom to Nigeria.
Type of crimes/
Illegitimate claims were made over the recycling of over 19.500 tonnes of eModus Operandi
waste in 2011. In reality the company never handled the amount of waste
described and was not entitled to receive money through the government
backed Producer Compliance Scheme. The company also claimed money for
waste collections from streets and properties that did not exist and vehicles
used to transfer waste were recorded being in different regions on the same
day, some vehicles did not exist at all.
Criminal
Company owned by a 48 year old man from Leeds.
organisation
Enforcement
The company owner is currently serving a record 7 years and 6 months
Action
custodial sentence. He was ordered to pay back more than 1.3 million on top
over a 79,000 fine from a previous prosecution of illegal hazardous waste
export. As he failed to make any payments, the court sentenced him to prison
for a further 8 year and 14 months for the older order and 2 months related to
fraud. This adds up to a record sentence of 16 years.
Summary
A convicted waste criminal has had an additional 9 years and 4 months added
to his current 7 and a half year fraud sentence. The defendant will now serve a
total of 16 years.
For more
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/convicted-waste-fraudster-has-more-thaninformation,
9-years-added-to-jail-time-for-failing-to-repay-1-3-million-in-ill-gotten-gains
please visit:

Case 61. Indonesia (Europe)
Title
Indonesia to ship hazardous or improperly sorted waste back to Belgium,
Europe
Date
19-9-2019
Type of waste
Hazardous waste
Quantity/Value 547 containers
Routes
From Indonesia back to Belgium, Germany and France, as well as from Hong
Kong, New Zealand and Australia
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Illegal trafficking

Take back action, 331 containers are already sent back
NA
Indonesia is sending back over 500 containers with hazardous or improperly sorted
waste to Belgium and other European countries. The waste was exported into the
southeast Asian nation by Belgium and other European countries, including
Belgium, Germany and France, as well as by Hong Kong, New Zealand and
Australia.
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/72565/police-arrest-man-with-knife-nearkoekelberg-school-interrogated-no-threat/

Case 62. Philippines
Title
Captain, crew of ship carrying toxic waste face raps for environmental
crimes
Date
26-11-2019
Type of waste
Phosphogypsum, a radioactive substance, by-product fertilizer production
Quantity/Value
53,000 tonnes
Routes
Export to the Philippines
Type of crimes/
Illegal import
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
9 persons were arrested and face charges
Action
Criminal
Captain and crew of a ship (9 persons) arrested
organisation
Summary
The Chinese captain and Filipino crew of the ship found carrying 53,000 metric
tons of toxic waste into the Philippines now face complaints for environmental
crimes, the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) said Tuesday. Operatives of
the NBI and of the Philippine Coast Guard arrested two Chinese nationals and
seven Filipinos allegedly involved in the dumping of tons of phosphogypsum, a
radioactive substance, in Cabangan, Zambales last Saturday. Phosphogypsum is
a waste byproduct of the processing of phosphate rocks to yield phosphoric acid
for fertilizer production. It is said to contain "naturally occurring radioactive
elements. "The arrested underwent inquest proceedings at the Department of
Justice for violation of the Toxic Substances and Hazardous and Nuclear Wastes
Control Act of 1990 and the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000.
For more
https://www-gmanetworkinformation,
com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/716839/ca
please visit:
ptain-crew-of-ship-carrying-toxic-waste-face-raps-for-environmentalcrimes/story/?amp
Case 63. Germany (Nigeria)
Title
Police seized vans filled with illegal waste
Date
4-9-2019
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R12 and e-waste
Several vans
Germany- Antwerp - Nigeria (Italian driver)
Illegal export
Seizure of illegal waste, there will be a procedure against the driver.
NA
The police seized several vans filled with e-waste and R12, being illegally
transported from Germany, via Antwerp, to Nigeria.
https://www.transport-online.nl/site/106760/politie-haalt-autotransporter-metillegaal-afval-gevulde-bestelwagens-van-de-weg-foto/

Case 64. Greece (China)
Title
Police seized vans filled with illegal waste
Date
12-9-2019
Type of waste
Refrigerants HFC, R407C and R404A
Quantity/Value
23,000 tonnes (1,939 illegal disposable cylinders of HFC refrigerant)
Routes
China - Greece. Greece is seen as one of the major ports of entry for the illegal
refrigerant, which has flooded the European market, disrupting the market and
threatening the environmental credibility of the European F-gas phase down.
Type of crimes/
Illegal import
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
There has been no indication of arrests in this latest case but investigations are
Action
said to be continuing to find those involved and discover how the refrigerant was
imported.
Criminal
NA
organisation
Summary
Authorities in Greece have seized over 23 tonnes of illegal HFC refrigerant
found in a warehouse near Athens. The raid on the warehouse in Aigaleo, in the
west of Athens, by officers of Greece’s Special Secretariat of Financial and
Economic Crime Unit (SDΟΕ) uncovered 1,939 illegal disposable cylinders of
HFC refrigerant. The SDOE has not revealed the types of refrigerant seized but
photos indicate it included R407C and R404A. This latest seizure, the largest
since Polish authorities seized 25 tonnes of HFC in April, suggests an
increasing crackdown on illegal imports of quota-busting material into the
European Union. The European Commission has demanded action from
member states after being alerted to the problem by the refrigeration and air
conditioning industry.
For more
https://www.coolingpost.com/world-news/23-tonnes-of-illegal-hfc-seized-ininformation,
greece/
please visit:
Case 65. Italy (China)
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From trash to treasure: the growing illegal waste trafficking market
18-9-2019
Plastic waste and textile waste
During the operation, approximately 560 illegal shipments were monitored. The
monetary value of one shipment was estimated to be between €10 000 and €15
000. This estimation makes the value the monitored cargos alone around €8
million
Plastic from Italy to China through Slovenia, Textile from the Italian ports of
Genoa, Livorno and Trieste to Africa
Illegal trafficking
By mid-May 2019, 96 individuals (74 Italians and 22 Chinese) faced charges in
Italy following operation Green Tuscany. The first trial opened on 20 May this
year. The collaboration between the Italian and Slovenian law enforcement
authorities, Europol and Eurojust revealed the international dimension of the
investigation and led to the prosecution of 96 members of the organised crime
group.
Organised Crime Groups with legal business structures, the members of the
network were of both Italian and Chinese origin, including two representatives
affiliated with the Camorra.
The Italian State Forestry Corps (Carabinieri Forestale) dismantled a large OGC
with this modus operandi in operation Green Tuscany, which was supported by
Europol and involved law enforcement authorities from Italy and Slovenia.
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/trash-worth-millions-of-euros

Case 66. Italy (Tunisia)
Title
Italian customs intercept banned R22 refrigerant
Date
4-9-2019
Type of waste
Refrigerants HCFC R22, R134a, R410A and R404A
Quantity/Value
11 cylinders of refrigerant in illegal disposable cylinders
Routes
From Tunisia to Italy (Palermo)
Type of crimes/
Illegal trafficking
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
The shipment was seized, those responsible for bringing the gas into the
Action
country face three months to nine months prison or a fine from €50,000 to
€150,000.
Criminal
NA
organisation
Summary
Customs authorities in Palermo have intercepted a shipment of refrigerant,
including the banned HCFC R22, from Tunisia.
For more
https://www.coolingpost.com/world-news/italian-customs-intercept-banned-r22information,
refrigerant/
please visit:
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Illicit trafficking of waste in Lombardia, Campania and Calabria: 11 persons
arrested
07-10-2019
Industrial and urban waste
60 thousands tons (14k t seized during the operation / value 1.4 million EUR)
From the Campania region in the South of Italy, to sites both in the North Lombardia (Como, Varedo, Gessate, Cinisello Balsamo + 'ex Snia' plant of 400
thousands square meters) and in the South - Calabria (Gizzeri)
A criminal organization, headed by subjects originating from Calabria, created a
complex structure made by authorized and complicit plants, complaisant
transporters, fictitious companies assigned to front men and using fake
documentations. They were managing a huge trafficking of urban and industrial
waste coming from plants placed in Campania, and then discarded into
abandoned warehouses both in the North and in the South of Italy.
Follow-up of 2018 operation Fire Starter, coordinated by the Antimafia District
Directorate in Milan.
Organized crime. Criminal structure headed by subjects based in Calabria.
Following the investigations for a fire that took place in a plant in the North of
Italy in 2018, the law enforcement dismantled a criminal structure involved in the
illicit disposal of waste into abandoned warehouses both in the North and South
of Italy.
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2019/10/07/news/rifiuti_smaltimento_illecito
_arresti_lombardia_pavia-237877111/

Case 68. Italy (China)
Title
Police bust 'mafia recycling ring' that made shoes from toxic plastic
Date
25-10-2019
Type of waste
Plastic Waste
Quantity/Value
NA
Routes
Toxic plastic waste from Italy to China, turned into shoes and shipped back to
Italy
Type of crimes/
Illegal Trafficking
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
15 people, including two businessmen, were arrested during a raid in and
Action
around Ragusa, Sicily. Authorities also seized five companies in Sicily linked to
the suspects.
Criminal
Sicilian Mafia
organisation
Summary
Italian Police have dismantled a mafia plastic-recycling ring headed by a
murderous mobster that sent toxic materials to China to make shoes which were
then sold in Italy
For more
https://www.thelocal.it/20191025/italian-mafia-caught-turning-toxic-plastic-intoinformation,
shoes
please visit:
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Case 69. Netherlands (Germany)
Title
Illegal waste movement
Date
28-6-2019
Type of waste
Ship
Quantity/Value
One ship
Routes
Germany to the Netherlands
Type of crimes/
Illegal movement of waste
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
NA
Action
Criminal
NA
organisation
Summary
Transfer of a ship from Germany into the Netherlands that should have been
declared a waste in violation with the Waste Shipment regulation (EC No
1013/2006). Illegal movements complicate the control of waste movements into
the Netherlands by Dutch authorities. Rules are drawn up to protect
environmental quality and public health. These goals have been undermined by
the suspects behaviour. In determining the seriousness of the fact, the court
considers it important that there are no indications that the authorities would not
have authorized the transfer if they had been informed. Nor has it been found
that environmental regulations were not complied with in the actual demolition of
the ship. The court has taken these circumstances into account in determining
the penalty in favour of the suspect. The court has imposed a totally conditional
fine of € 5000.
For more
http://deeplink.rechtspraak.nl/uitspraak?id=ECLI:NL:RBAMS:2019:4531
information,
please visit:
Case 70. Netherlands (Ghana)
Title
Illegal shipment of waste
Date
17-7-2019
Type of waste
tires (B3140, papers (B3020), TV's (AI180)
Quantity/ Value
One container
Routes
Netherlands-Ghana
Type of crimes/
Professional shipper transports containers on a regular basis
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Conviction and fine of €10,000
Action
Criminal
Professional shipper
organisation
Summary
Conviction for accessory to transport of a container with waste from the
Netherlands to Ghana. Legal entity is fined € 10.000.
For more
https://uitspraken.rechtspraak.nl/inziendocument?id=ECLI%3ANL%3ARBROT%
information,
3A2019%3A5617&showbutton=true
please visit:
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Case 71. The Netherlands (Turkey)
Title
Raids at companies for suspicion of illegal shipbreaking
Date
12-6-2019
Type of waste
Ships
Quantity/Value
Several ships
Routes
The Netherlands to Turkey
Type of crimes/
Illegal export
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Raids by the police, start of investigation.
Action
Criminal
One company and three persons
organisation
Summary
The police did four raids and suspects two companies and three persons for
exporting two ships in 2018 for shipbreaking. They were exported to Turkey
without permission of the Turkish authorities and suspected falsification of
documents.
For more
https://www.nieuwsbladtransport.nl/scheepvaart/2019/06/12/invallen-ininformation,
flevoland-wegens-illegale-scheepssloop-turkije/?gdpr=accept
please visit:
Case 72. The Netherlands
Title
Raids in Venlo for illegal waste exports
Date
21-8-2019
Type of waste
Different types, including plastic waste
Quantity/Value
12 million kg of waste
Routes
From the Netherlands to Asia and Africa
Type of crimes/
Illegal export
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Raid, seizure proceeds of crime (money, expensive watches)
Action
Criminal
NA
organisation
Summary
The suspect has no permit for the export of waste, he laundered the profits.
For more
information,
please visit:

https://www.1limburg.nl/invallen-venlo-voor-illegale-afvalexport

Case 73. United Kingdom
Title
Illegally stockpiled RDF leads to £510,000 fine
Date
29-1-2019
Type of waste
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF)
Quantity/Value
Thousands of tons/450 bales
Routes
NA
Type of crimes/
Illegal storing
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
The company was fined £510,000 and ordered to pay costs of £30,000.
Action
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Criminal
organisation
Summary

A company

For more
information,
please visit:

https://www.mrw.co.uk/latest/illegally-stockpiled-rdf-leads-to-510000fine/10039372.article

A haulier and his company have been fined more than half a million pounds for
illegally storing thousands of tonnes of baled refuse-derived fuel (RDF).

Case 74. United Kingdom
Title
Cracking down on north London waste crime
Date
3-10-2019
Type of waste
Multiple
Quantity/ Value
4 vehicles
Routes
From London to the south east of the United Kingdom
Type of crimes/
Illegal trafficking
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Operation Angola: 45 vehicles were inspected, 4 vehicles were linked to waste
Action
crime and seized and destroyed. Illegal waste carriers risk up to £5,000 fines.
Criminal
Organised waste crime, further details unknown
organisation
Summary
Crime officers targeted waste carriers on roads across Brent as part of
Operation Angola – a collaboration of various agencies led by the Environment
Agency to target criminals dumping significant amounts of waste across the
south east.
For more
HTTPS://WWW.GOV.UK/GOVERNMENT/NEWS/CRACKING-DOWN-ON-NORTHinformation,
LONDON-WASTE-CRIME
please visit:
Case 75. United Kingdom (China)
Title
Biffa fined £350k for contaminated China paper shipment
Date
27-9-2019
Type of waste
Household waste
Routes
United Kingdom (Felixstowe port in Suffolk) to China
Quantity/ Value
Seven 25 tonne shipping containers were seized, but the company exported a
total of 10,855 tonnes worth £640,000
Type of crimes/
The company declared the waste shipment as 98,5% waste paper
Modus Operandi
Criminal
Company
organisation
Enforcement
Biffa Waste Services was convicted in June of two counts of breaching waste
action
transportation laws in 2015 following a trial at Wood Green Crown Court. It must
pay costs of £240,000 and a £9,912 confiscation order.
Summary
Waste management giant Biffa has been fined £350,000 for trying to send
household rubbish to China as paper fit for recycling.
For more
https://www-bbc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/ukinformation,
england-suffolk-49857958
please visit:
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Case 76. United Kingdom (Malaysia)
Title
Exported plastic waste returning to the UK
Date
20-9-2019
Type of waste
Plastic Waste
Quantity/Value
42 containers
Routes
Repatriation from Malaysia (Penang Port) to the UK
Enforcement
Repatriation
Action
Type of crimes/
Illegal trafficking
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary
Environment Agency officers are to investigate the contents of 42 containers of
plastic waste that are being repatriated to the UK from Malaysia.
For more
https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/exported-plastic-waste-returninginformation,
to-the-uk/
please visit:
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