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1. Introduction
The objective of the Waste Crime Alerts is to provide authorities with an up-to-date overview
of developments in the illicit waste trade. The Waste Force project partners collected and
analysed the latest information on waste crime to identify trends and possible threats of illegal
waste trade. The collected open source information includes news cases, enforcement agency
bulletins, outcomes of court cases, relevant publications, policy updates and relevant videos
and documentaries. The Waste Crime Alert is published by the WasteForce project every three
months.
This Waste Crime Alert #6 summarises information that was published between March and
May 2020. The waste crime alerts report primarily on transboundary waste crime cases.
The outbreak of COVID-19 and the measures that have been implemented had an impact on
waste management, the (illegal) trade in waste and the enforcement of waste related
legislation. This Waste Crime Alert 6 dedicated a section to articles, reports, webinars and
cases related to waste crime and COVID-19. In Section 2, a summary can be found of
guidance documents and videos for waste management and enforcement authorities, articles
related to the impacts of COVID-19 on waste crime and waste management and cases of
illegal trade and disposal of waste related to COVID-19.
Section 3 reports on articles, reports and cases of waste crime not specifically related to
COVID-19. Section 4 is an analysis of the crime cases reported in section 2 and 3. In the
Annexes more specific information can be found and links to all the reported information.
The Waste Crime Alert is structured as follows:
1. Introduction
2. Summary of COVID-19 waste crime publications and cases (see also the overview in
Annex I):
o Guidance documents and videos;
o Articles related to waste crime and waste management;
o Cases.
3. Summary of waste crime publications and cases (see also the overview in Annex II)
4. Analysis of waste crime cases (see also the overview in Annex I and II)
Annex I: COVID-19 – waste crime publications and cases
Annex II: Waste crime publications and cases
Annex III: Destinations of U.S. and U.K. Plastic Waste Exports (from NGO the Beach Cleanup)
In total, this WCA presents in 32 articles/ reports/guidance documents, 18 waste crime cases
and 6 videos/webinars.
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2. Summary of publications and cases related to COVID-19 and waste
crime / enforcement (see for more information also Annex I)
2.1 Guidance documents and videos
Recently, the European Commission and IMPEL published guidance documents for waste
shipments impacted by COVID-19. The purpose of the document of the European Commission
is to ensure a continuation of waste shipments across the EU in the exceptional circumstances
created by the coronavirus outbreak. The document provides guidance with the objective to
prevent and reduce possible obstacles to cross-border movements of waste within the EU and
to facilitate the implementation of EU rules on waste shipments. IMPEL published a review of
measures that impact waste shipments. The measures and impacts will be regularly reviewed
and updated in the document.
The Basel Convention, International Solid Waste Association, the European Recycling
Industries’ Confederation and the United Nations Environment Programme published
guidance materials about the (environmentally sound) management of (medical) waste. The
Basel Convention published guidance documents on the effective management of biomedical
and health-care waste and a factsheet on how to manage medical waste in a sustainable
matter. The International Solid Waste Association published a report with recommendations
for waste management during the period of the pandemic of COVID-19. Also, the European
Recycling Industries Confederation published an article about important measures for waste
management and recycling during the COVID-19 pandemic. Finally, the United Nations
Environment Programme referred to a comprehensive Compendium of Technologies for
Treatment / Destruction of Healthcare Waste that was published in 2012 and is relevant now
with regards to the management of biomedical waste generated from the treatment of COVID19.
In addition to these documents, the Basel Convention made a short video on Waste
Management during the COVID-19 and the International Solid Waste Association hosted a
webinar in which questions are answered about how waste management companies can
respond to challenges of this healthcare crisis. It also posted a video on how to properly
dispose of healthcare waste in landfills. The Europe Latin America Technical Assistance
Programme against Transnational Organised Crime organised a Spanish webinar about the
exchange of information and new modus operandi of organized crime in the trafficking of
sanitary waste and pollution, to prevent environmental crimes. In the webinar Europol presents
the existing problems of the management and trafficking of sanitary waste as a result of the
COVID-19 crisis. In addition, the Retrovirus operation launched by Europol and Interpol is
presented. Finally, Ecomondo and Ricicla.tv posted Italian videos about the effects of Covid19 on recycling activities in Italian municipalities and on the effects of COVID-19 measures on
transboundary movements of waste.

4

Waste Crime Alert

WasteForce

2.2 Articles related to impacts on the environment and enforcement of waste crime
Environmental protection agencies in different countries are impacted by measures during the
coronavirus outbreak. Due to a lack of capacity, the Environmental Protection Agency of the
United States will put companies in charge of monitoring their own compliance. Environmental
groups are concerned that this will give polluters a free pass. In Australia the “omnibus” bill is
delayed for more than a year due to the coronavirus outbreak. The “omnibus” bill was
supposed to give strong new powers to the Environmental Protection Agency. In Slovenia, the
environmental inspectors and officers have already started to resume controls on
transboundary shipments.
The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development published an article about the
positive and negative impacts of the coronavirus on the environment. There has been a global
reduction in factory and road traffic emissions, leading to an increase in air quality. On the
other side, attention should be paid to threats to the environment. For example, volumes of
unrecyclable waste have risen and cuts in agricultural and fishery export levels have led to the
generation of large quantities of organic waste. The Geneva Environment Network keeps track
of articles about the impacts of COVID-19 on the environment.
2.3 Legislation
Reuters reported that Portugal has suspended waste imports until the end of 2020 to protect
domestic landfill capacity, the government said on Saturday (May 16). The country has already
blocked 246,000 tonnes of waste from entering since the start of the year, the statement said,
and no new imports will be accepted. The country charges 11 euros to process a tonne of
waste, considerably below the European average of 80 euros. The coronavirus pandemic has
seen an increase in plastic waste in many countries - ranging from medical workers' protective
gear such as aprons and gloves to takeaway boxes, as people under lockdown order food to
their homes. The government is due to revise its laws on landfills and waste management this
summer, as its waste reduction and recycling targets become harder to attain due to the
pandemic. Portugal has already limited its recycling efforts for the duration of the pandemic
due to concerns over the health risk to workers coming into contact with contaminated plastic
waste.
2.4 Summary of cases
Illegal Disposal
Since the outbreak of COVID-19 authorities reported an increase in illegal dumping of waste.
In Ireland and England, this covers mainly household waste, local authorities in Ireland noticed
dumping has increased with around 25%. In India, companies are illegally disposing medical
waste from hospitals. Though the medical waste handling and management rules were revised
in 2018, they are hardly followed and in the context of COVID-19 attention has turned towards
the illegal disposal of medical waste to avoid costs in incineration.
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In Hong Kong, environmental groups noticed cluttering of face masks on the Hong Kong
beaches. A huge number of the masks are not disposed of properly, and end up dumped in
the countryside of in the sea.
Illegal processing
In Myanmar, an illegal trade started in medical waste equipment. Medical waste is illegally
collected and cleaned by garbage disposal workers. The plastic in bags with used syringes,
nasal breathing tubes and blood bags are cleaned and sold to manufacturers of plastic pellets
who sell the pellets to producers of household goods.

3. Summary of publications and cases of waste crime / enforcement
(see for more information also Annex II)
3.1 Publications: articles, reports, books
Mercury
The National Committee of the Netherlands (IUCN) published a report about the formal and
informal global mercury trade. The report summarises imports, trade routes and the supply
chain, the main drivers of mercury trade and it provides a set of recommendations. Also UNEP
published a report about the illegal trade in chemicals, including pesticides and mercury. The
report highlights knowledge gaps and enforcement challenges related to the regulating trade
in toxic, hazardous, and severely restricted chemicals. In discussing the governance and
markets of the illegal chemicals and waste trade, the authors review enforcement failures and
best practices, and provide recommendations for policymakers, as well as for communities
and users of chemicals.
Plastic
An article by the Istituto Affari Internazionali summarises reports of Greenpeace that assessed
the plastic imports and exports following the Chinese import ban. Waste that was originally
destined for China was redirected to less-regulated countries, especially in Southeast Asia and
to other areas that lack adequate restrictions. A report by Greenpeace Italy showed that in the
first 9 months of 2019 nearly half of Italian plastic waste was illegally exported to plants without
a permit.
The European Academies Science Advisory Council published a report about plastics in the
circular economy. Packaging plastics can offer an almost infinite range of options for
manufacturers, both in terms of function and design. Their durability and resistance to
degradation means that if they ‘leak’ into the environment, they stay there. Leakage has been
increasing rapidly and its detrimental impact, especially on the marine environment, has
attracted wide public and political concern. Currently, the amount of plastic entering the
environment far exceeds that which is recycled, with large quantities being exported from
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Europe to low and middle-income countries that do not have appropriate disposal or recycling
facilities: this "low-cost option" is wholly unethical and unsustainable.
The Alfred Wegener Institute published a study in which an analysis with infrared microscopes
allowed us to gain a solid overview of plastic pollution in the Fram Strait passage between the
Arctic and Atlantic oceans. The experts determined that 39 percent of the particles suspended
in the water came from polyamide, which is used to produce e.g. fibres for textiles and fishing
nets, while nearly a quarter of all particles in the water column were identified as synthetic
rubber (ethylene-propylene-diene rubber), an elastic type of plastic used e.g. in automotive
and machine-building, as pond liner, for sealing roofs and house fronts, and as filler in artificial
turf. In the seafloor sediments, the team primarily found particles made of chlorinated
polyethylene (CPE), which is used e.g. in the manufacture of cables, hoses, films and antilock
braking systems.
The Plastic Pollution Coalition and Last Beach Clean-up made an Overview of plastic waste
exports from the United States, see also Annex V for an overview of articles about the United
States and United Kingdom waste exports.

Figure 1: Exports of plastic from the United States, 2019. Source: The Beach Cleanup.
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/blog/2020/4/6/why-is-the-us-still-offshoring-post-consumerplastic-waste-around-the-world
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E-waste
A study by Toxics Link, an environmental research and advocacy non-profit, identified 20 ewaste processing units in Hyderabad, India, operating with impunity without safeguards.
There are over 5000 illegal e-waste processing units, employing over 50,000 people.
HFCs (Hydrofluorocarbon)
The European FluoroCarbons Technical Committee wrote a report about the illegal trade in
HFCs into the EU, with information about illegal imports, how to identify illegal imports and
measures and actions to help prevent illegal trade in HFCs. There is also an incident
reporting system on the website, where illegal activities can be reported.
Illegal Waste trade
Philippines: Greenpeace published a report about Waste Trade in the Philippines: how local
and global policy instruments can stop the tide of foreign waste dumping in the country. This
report is a review of waste trade-related policies in the Philippines. It examines how current
laws and regulations have fallen short of giving the country adequate protection against the
detrimental impacts of waste trade — regardless of whether the importation was illegally or
legally fulfilled. The report shows how gaps in current policies and systems allow illegal waste
to enter undetected into the country, and how waste, purportedly for recycling, continuously
enters our ports — despite the lack of proper recycling facilities, and the absence of stringent
monitoring systems to ensure the proper handling of the imported waste. By exposing these
gaps, the report calls on the Philippine government to urgently ratify the Basel Ban
Amendment, and additionally impose a total comprehensive ban on all waste imports.
Romania: the NGO Zero Waste is concerned about the increase of waste smuggling in
Romania and Bulgaria. There is concern that since China has stopped importing waste,
Romania has taken over this role. There are suspicions that the Fieni waste processing plant
is illegally processing toxic waste that is illegally imported.
The WCO and Basel convention: made an agreement to cooperate to manage illicit trade in
wastes and environmentally-sensitive commodities.
The European Environmental Bureau published a report called “implement for life: crime and
punishment”. This report finds that vague legal definitions and gaps in enforcement allow for
crimes to be perpetrated without a suitable punishment. The authors concentrate on three
main factors explaining why this is the case: the problems in investigating the guilty parties,
corporate liability of environmental crimes and the level of sanctions. There is a chapter on the
illegal handling and trade of pesticides and a case study of shipbreaking.
The journal Sustainability published the paper Understanding the Impacts of Transboundary
Waste Shipment Policies: The Case of Plastic and Electronic Waste. This paper is building on
the WasteForce project deliverable ‘EU and Global Policy Impact Analysis Methodology’,
which is led by the University of Limerick in cooperation with the United Nations University.
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Impact assessment is a part of the policy implementation cycle, which can support the design
and implementation of effective policies at a minimum cost. It can be instrumental in
understanding policy options available to tackle a particular issue before devising a policy and
in analysing the performance of already implemented policy instruments with respect to the
desired goals. When it comes to environmental policies, demonstrating the worth and merit of
any regulation is even more important. The knowledge gathered from the evaluation of existing
policies can help improve the quality of new environmental policies. This paper analyses policy
impacts and their assessments related to the transboundary movement of waste.
Legislation
Waste Management Review reported that China’s National People’s Congress Standing
Committee passed legislation last week to revise the country’s solid waste management
policies, even though the government continues to approve imports of recovered fiber. With
this legislation China is a step closer to making limitations on importing solid waste from
international countries including the US, UK and Australia. According to the Bureau of
International Recycling, a Brussels-based global non-profit, the revision passed on April 29
shows that China is moving towards gradually realising zero import of solid waste.
3.2 Summaries of waste transport inspections
The German Environment Agency published an overview of illegal waste exports in Germany
in 2018 and the Inspectorate for the Environment and Spatial Planning Slovenia published two
summaries of transboundary waste shipment inspections. At the Karavanke border between
Slovenia and Austria, five shipments of waste were inspected, namely shipments with waste
mineral engine oil, liquid combustible waste, waste from flue gas cleaning and mixed waste,
in which at least one waste is hazardous (export from Slovenia) and mixed waste containing
hazardous waste (shipment in transit from Croatia to Germany). In these five shipments, no
irregularities were found. No irregularities were found in the completion of the document from
the vehicle identification. There were also six inspections that were carried out at the Šempas
rest area, also no major irregularities were found.

9

Waste Crime Alert

WasteForce

4. Analysis of news cases (see Annex II for more information)
This section presents an analysis of a sample of news cases of transboundary waste
movements that took place between March 2020 and May 2020. In total, 18 cases were
collected, of which an overview can also be found in Annex I and Annex II.

Figure 2: Global map with the listed news cases, the colours are linked to the origin or
destination country
For more information follow this Link.

Types of waste and routes
Types of waste reported
Oil waste

Routes and case numbers
Unreported > Germany (case 6)
The Netherlands > Unreported (case 9)

E-waste

Italy > African countries (case 17)

Sludge

Belgium > Netherlands (case 10)

Plastic waste

Slovenia > Italy (case 18)

Food waste

The Netherlands (case 11)

Household waste

Belgium> France (case 13)
Italy > Slovenia (case 14)
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Italy > Slovenia (case 15)
Ireland (case 1)
United Kingdom > Bulgaria (case 7)
United Kingdom > Romania (case 8)
Italy > Bulgaria (case 16)

Shipbreaking

Indonesia > Bangladesh (case 12)

Medical waste

India (case 3)
Myanmar (case 4)
Hong Kong (case 5)
England (case 2)

Waste (unreported)

Table 1: Overview of types of waste and routes reported in the news cases

Quantities and values
The quantities of illegal waste are reported in different formats. With regards to illegal imports
and exports, 25 containers with each 20 tonnes of mixed waste were exported from the United
Kingdom to Bulgaria. From the Netherlands to Belgium 146 tonnes of household waste were
exported and illegally disposed. From Italy to Slovenia 8000 kg of household waste was
exported, from Italy to Bulgaria 127 containers of mixed waste, of which most have been
repatriated and from Italy to African countries 60 tons of special and non-special waste (as
well as 1,000 photovoltaic panels and 100 accumulators). From Slovenia to Italy 4,500 tons of
plastic waste was illegally exported.
With regards to illegal dumping, in an area in Ireland local dumping increased with 25%. In
India it was reported several lorries are dumping waste. In Myanmar there was illegal collection
and processing of around 320 kg of medical waste per week. In Hong Kong around 70 face
masks were illegally disposed on a 100m beach area, but there is also illegal disposal on the
country side. In the Netherlands there was illegal processing of 7000 tonnes of food waste with
estimated illegal profits of 4 million euros. A Floating Storage and Offloading (FSO) tanker that
is exported to Bangladesh for shipbreaking is estimated to have more than 1500 tons of
hazardous waste from the oil extraction process on board, including 1000 tons of slop oil, 500
tons of oily water and 60 tons of sludge oil. Lab results on a sludge sample shared with the
Platform reveal mercury levels of 395mg/kg.
Modus operandi
From the seventeen cases there was illegal dumping in 6 cases, illegal processing in 3 cases
(including burning of waste), 8 cases of illegal export and 2 cases of illegal storage. More details
about the modus operandi can be found in Annex I and Annex II.
Criminal organisations
In most cases companies were reported to be involved in the illegal disposal or exports. In case
17, a criminal organization was involved that was composed by a number of corrupted officers,
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including customs officers, health professionals, carriers and workers of companies operating in
the port of Salerno.
Enforcement action
In case 18, there was a special use of technology, the police and financial authorities used
drones to film a number of waste transports. After the start of the investigation, the police and
the financial department monitored all the routes of the carriers, from the entrance to Italy to
the waste warehouse.
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Annex I: COVID-19 – waste crime publications and cases
Guidance documents for Enforcement Authorities related to COVID-19
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

Link

Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

Link

Shipments of waste in the EU in the context of the Coronavirus crisis
European Commission
30-3-2020
The purpose of this document is to ensure a common approach to securing the
continuation of waste shipments across the EU while maintaining a high level of
protection of public health and the environment in the exceptional circumstances
created by the Coronavirus outbreak. Based on identified best practices, and in line
with the legal framework in place, this document provides guidance to the competent
authorities in the Member States, economic operators and all relevant stakeholders
with a view to:
• prevent and reduce possible obstacles to cross-border movements of waste within
the EU, and
• facilitate the implementation of EU rules on waste shipments.
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/shipments/pdf/waste_shipment_and_COVI
D19.pdf
Impact of COVID-19 on WSR documents
IMPEL
31-3-2020
Update and review of measures that impact waste shipments. A good example of
this is the implementation of temporary measures so that the impacts on the
movement of waste shipments are limited. These processes will be reviewed and
updated regularly as the situation progresses.
https://www.impel.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Impact-of-COVID19-on-WSRdocuments-1.pdf

Guidance documents for waste management
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary
Link

Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

Waste management an essential public service in the fight to beat COVID-19
Basel Convention
20-3-2020
The Basel Convention guidance documents on the effective management of
biomedical and health-care waste
http://www.basel.int/Implementation/PublicAwareness/PressReleases/Wastemanag
ementandCOVID19/tabid/8376/Default.aspx
Waste
Management
During
the
COVID-19
Pandemic:
ISWA's
Recommendations
International Solid Waste Association (ISWA)
8-4-2020
Report with recommendations for waste management during the period of the
pandemic of COVID 19.
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Link

https://www.iswa.org/fileadmin/galleries/0001_COVID/ISWA_Waste_Management_
During_COVID-19.pdf

Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

COVID19: Factsheet on Environmentally Sound Management of Medical Waste
Basel Convention
April 2020
A Basel Convention’s guidance document on how to manage medical waste in the
most sustainable manner.
http://www.brsmeas.org/Portals/4/download.aspx?d=UNEP-CHW-PUB-FactsheetsHealthcare-MedicalWaste-2020.English.pdf

Link

Title
Organisation
Date
Summary
Link

Title
Organisation
Date
Summary
Link

Compendium of Technologies for Treatment / Destruction of Healthcare Waste

United Nations Environment Programme
2012
UNEP Compendium of Technologies for Treatment / Destruction of Healthcare
Waste
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/8628/IETC_Compendium_
Technologies_Treatment_Destruction_Healthcare_Waste.pdf?sequence=3&isAllow
ed=y
Covid-19: The impact for the waste management & recycling industry
European Recycling Industries’ Confederation (EuRIC)
25-3-2020
The article describes important measures for waste management and recycling
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
https://recyclingportal.eu/Archive/55082

Guidance videos and webinars
Title
A short video on Waste Management during the COVID 19
Organisation
Basel Convention
Date
23-3-2020
Summary
This is a short video prepared by the Basel Convention Regional Centre for Asia and
the Pacific located in China, and in light of the exceptional circumstances currently
being faced by many countries due to the outbreak of COVID-19.
Link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Cx1XhCKuqM
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary

Link

ISWA COVID-19 ROUNDTABLE WEBINAR
International Solid Waste Association
29-4-2020
ISWA held its first in a series of COVID-19 themed webinars on the 29th of April
2020. The webinar series will focus on answering questions about how Waste
Management can and is responding to the challenges of this healthcare crisis.
https://youtu.be/v3OfBWNDnbI

Title
Organisation
Date

How to dispose of healthcare waste in landfills
International Solid Waste Association
March-2020
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Date
Summary
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During the pandemic, many countries are classifying all hospital waste as infectious,
overloading the current capacity for safe disposal. Also, in many developing countries
the only solution available is to dispose of healthcare waste in landfills or to store it
temporarily. ISWA President Antonis Mavropoulos talks about how to properly
dispose of waste in landfills during the crisis.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1FAb6I9vn4&feature=youtu.be
Waste, recycling and Covid-19 (Italian)
Ecomondo / Ricicla.tv
11-4-2020
Effects of Covid-19: plastics (and other waste streams) recycling plants already
saturated as a consequence of the blocking of recycling activities in Italian
municipalities during the 2-months lockdown.
https://www.facebook.com/EcomondoRimini/videos/232282121474844/
Waste and Covid-19, a focus on transboundary movement (Italian)
Ricicla.tv
16-4-2020
At the beginning of March with the lockdown a number of countries adopted strict
measures with Italian transporters (eg. Germany, Slovenia) to block waste transport
outside the country. After the intervention of the EC and IT Gov some countries loose
the restrictions, while others such as Hungary, Slovakia and Czech Republic still
blocked waste movements from Italy. Italy is still relying too much on external
transportation for waste treatment, instead of internal treatment encouraging a
sustainable cycle. Guidelines on waste managed were published by the EC.
Recycling companies required urgent interventions to the Gov to support essential
services and measures for circular economy. The Covid-19 emergency should give
the right incentives for the transformation of our societies / economies to more
circular and sustainable models.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuvGxKKoYb0

Articles related to waste crime enforcement and COVID-19
Title
UNEP Adds to Calls for Governments to Consider Waste Management an
Essential Service
Organisation
UNEP
Date
26-3-2020
Summary
Article stating that UN Environment has joined many other voices in calling for
governments to treat waste management, including of medical, household and other
hazardous waste, as an urgent and essential public service in order to minimise
possible secondary impacts upon health and the environment.
Link
https://waste-management-world.com/a/unep-adds-to-calls-for-governments-toconsider-waste-management-an-essential-service
Title
Organisation
Date

EPA to limit enforcement of environmental laws during coronavirus
emergency, giving companies more flexibility
Environmental Protection Agency United States
27-3-2020
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Summary

WasteForce

Due to staff shortages, companies will be put in charge of monitoring their own
compliance. There will still be enforcement of criminal violations. Environmental
groups accused the agency of giving polluters a free pass because of the pandemic,
saying that without federal oversight companies could skimp on recording information
on releases of air or water pollution.
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/epa-limit-enforcement-environmental-lawscoronavirus-emergency-giving/story?id=69837624
New EPA powers delayed by a year in coronavirus 'omnibus' bill
Environmental Protection Agency Australia
5-5-2020
Strong new powers promised to the environment watchdog have been delayed by
more than a year, sparking fears cowboy companies will persist with unsafe
management of toxic waste. The new laws to beef up the Environment Protection
Authority’s power to crackdown on environmental offenders and tough penalties for
polluters were due to come into effect in July this year. But the introduction has been
delayed a further 12 months as part of the “omnibus” coronavirus legislation the state
government passed in an emergency sitting of State Parliament last month.
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/new-epa-powers-delayed-by-a-year-incoronavirus-omnibus-bill-20200505-p54q2d.html
Environmental inspectors and police officers have resumed controls on
transboundary shipments of waste
Inspectorate for the Environment and Spatial Planning Slovenia
5-5-2020
Environmental inspectors of the Inspectorate for the Environment and Spatial
Planning carried out a control action on cross-border shipments of waste at the Log
Brezovica motorway checkpoint, in cooperation with representatives of the Police.
This was the first joint action since the declaration of the COVID-19 epidemic. During
the control four waste shipments were controlled, no irregularities were found.
https://www.gov.si/novice/2020-05-05-inspektorji-za-okolje-in-policisti-ponovnozaceli-izvajati-nadzore-cezmejnega-posiljanja-odpadkov/
Portugal suspends foreign trash imports to cope with own increased waste
CNA
08-01-2020
Portugal, which usually attracts huge mounds of rubbish from other European states
because of its low waste management fees, has suspended imports of trash until the
end of 2020 to protect domestic landfill capacity, the government said on Saturday
(May 16). The country has already blocked 246,000 tonnes of trash from entering
since the start of the year, the statement said, and no new imports will be accepted.
The country charges 11 euros to process a tonne of trash, considerably below the
European average of 80 euros. The coronavirus pandemic has seen an increase in
plastic waste in many countries - ranging from medical workers' protective gear such
as aprons and gloves to takeaway boxes, as people under lockdown order food to
their homes. The government is due to revise its laws on landfills and waste
management this summer, as its waste reduction and recycling targets become
harder to attain due to the pandemic. Portugal has already limited its recycling efforts
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for the duration of the pandemic due to concerns over the health risk to workers
coming into contact with contaminated plastic waste.
Link

https://in.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-portugal-trash/portugalsuspends-foreign-trash-imports-to-cope-with-own-increased-wasteidINKBN22S0OJ
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/portugal-suspends-foreign-trashimports-to-cope-with-own-increased-waste-12739522

Articles about impacts of COVID-19 the environment
Title
Environmental impacts of coronavirus crisis, challenges ahead
Organisation
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
Date
20-4-2020
Summary
The article lists some of the positive and negative impacts of the coronavirus: air
quality levels in the world's major cities improved dramatically, because of a reduction
in factory and road traffic emissions. Global air traffic dropped by 60%. At the same
time volumes of unrecyclable waste have risen and cuts in agricultural and fishery
export levels have led to the generation of large quantities of organic waste. Attention
must be given to threats on the environment and natural resource bases as a result
of the coronavirus pandemic and consequential social and economic impacts.
Link
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2333
Title
Organisation
Date
Summary
Link

Latest updates COVID019 and the environment
Geneva Environment Network
18-5-2020
Overview of websites with information about COVID 19 and the environment divided
by topic
https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/covid19.html

Cases
Case 1. Ireland
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type
of
crimes/ Modus
Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

'Worrying increase' in illegal dumping during Covid-19 pandemic
17-4-2020
Household waste
illegal dumping has increased 25% in the last number of weeks. The local authority
had collected around two tonnes of waste in about ten days.
NA
Illegal dumping

Unreported
Unknown
Local authorities across the country are reporting a "worrying increase" in illegal
dumping since the outbreak of Covid-19. The ongoing restrictions have led many to
clean out their houses and sheds with some unscrupulous offenders dumping their
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For
more
information,
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Case 2. England
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For
more
information,
please visit:
Case 3. India
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi

Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation

WasteForce

waste illegally. Louth County Council estimates that illegal dumping has increased
25% in the last number of weeks.
https://www.rte.ie/news/coronavirus/2020/0417/1132025-illegal-dumping-covid19/

Investigation launched into 'outrageous, industrial-scale' fly-tip in Ashfield
17-4-2020
Different types of waste
Unreported
NA
Illegal dumping
Investigation is ongoing
Unreported
Ashfield District Council is investigating “one of the largest environmental incidents
seen in the district”, after a huge amount of waste was dumped close to Brierley
Forest Park in Huthwaite. It was added that there is an amount of excess waste
because of the lockdown related to the coronavirus.
https://www.chad.co.uk/news/environment/investigation-launched-outrageousindustrial-scale-fly-tip-ashfield-2542088

Handling medical waste amid pandemic
16-3-2020
Biomedical waste
Several lorries were dumping medical waste
The medical waste was illegally disposed in Tamil Nadu and in Karnataka
Illegal dumping: while the medical waste handling and management rules were
revised in 2018, they are hardly followed. Now, in the context of COVID-19,
attention has turned towards illegal disposal of medical waste. Hospitals are
supposed to attach themselves with the nearest incinerator and send their medical
waste there in colour-coded bags. The information about quantity of waste
generated and the incinerator where it goes are supposed to be made public,
through the pollution control board website. But to avoid the cost of incineration,
many hospitals send only a portion of their waste to such facilities that are illicitly
disposing the waste.
Unreported
Hospitals send their waste to facilities that dump it to avoid the cost of incineration.
It is also because of the high cost of waste treatment, lack of accountability and
proper monitoring mechanisms.
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Summary
For
more
information,
please visit:

Case 4. Myanmar
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value

Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Action
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For
more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

Due to COVID-19 there is not enough capacity to handle the biomedical waste from
hospitals and the waste is illegally dumped.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/editorials/2020/mar/16/handlingmedical-waste-amid-pandemic-2117236.html

Myanmar’s illegal trade in medical waste poses coronavirus risk
2-4-2020
Medical waste
A plastics trader in Insein township told Myanmar Now they buy more than 700
pounds (317kg) of medical waste a week from YCDC garbage collectors in Yangon,
Mandalay, Kyaukse and Pathein.
NA
Illegal collection of medical waste sold as household goods.
Enforcement Actions are not reported, but the improper disposal of hazardous
waste is punishable by up to three months in prison and fines up to 500,000 kyat
under YCDC bylaws.
Informal garbage collectors are cleaning the waste and sell it to traders.
Medical waste is illegally collected and cleaned by garbage disposal workers. The
plastic in bags with used syringes, nasal breathing tubes and blood bags are
cleaned and sold to manufacturers of plastic pellets who sell the pellets to
producers of household goods.
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-illegal-trade-in-medical-wasteposes-coronavirus-risk

Case 5. Hong Kong
Title
Discarded coronavirus masks clutter Hong Kong's beaches, trails
Date
12-3-2020
Type of waste
Medical waste
Quantity/Value
The founder of the environmental group Oceans Asia found 70 discarded masks
on 100 m stretch of beach and when he came back a week later, there were more
than 30 new ones.
Routes
NA
Type of crimes/ Illegal disposal
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Unreported
Action
Criminal
NA
organisation
Summary
Most of Hong Kong’s 7.4 million people have for weeks been putting on single-use
face masks every day in the hope of warding off the coronavirus, which has infected
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126 people in the city and killed three of them. But huge numbers of the masks are
not disposed of properly, and have instead ended up dumped in the countryside or
the sea, where marine life can mistake them for food, washing up on beaches along
with the usual plastic bags and other trash.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-hongkongenvironme/discarded-coronavirus-masks-clutter-hong-kongs-beaches-trailsidUSKBN20Z0PP
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Annex II: Waste crime publications and cases
News articles
Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary
Link

Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary

Link

Title

Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary

Link

Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date

Cooperation with Basel Convention to manage illicit trade in wastes and
environmentally-sensitive commodities
WCO and Basel Convention
All waste
25-2-2020
Outcomes of the 40th enforcement committee meeting of WCO: agreement on
cooperation between the Basel Convention and WCO.
https://www.marketscreener.com/news/Cooperation-with-Basel-Convention-tomanage-illicit-trade-in-wastes-and-environmentally-sensitive-co--30060614/
Activists concerned over increase in waste smuggling in Romania
NGO Zero Waste, Euractiv
All waste
12-4-2020
Activists (the NGO Zero Waste) are concerned about the increase of waste smuggling
in Romania and Bulgaria. There is concern since that China has stopped importing
waste, Romania has taken over this role. There are suspicions that the Fieni plant is
illegally processing toxic waste that is illegally imported.
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/activists-concernedover-increase-in-waste-smuggling-in-romania/
Case C‑654/18. Request for a preliminary ruling — Environment — Waste —
Transport of waste within the European Union — Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006
— Classification of mixture of paper wastes — Basel Convention — Control
procedure applied to ‘Green’ listed waste — Classification of mixture of paper
wastes containing impurities)
Administrative Court, Stuttgart, Germany
Classification of mixture of paper wastes containing impurities)
30-1-2020
By this request for a preliminary ruling the Verwaltungsgericht (Administrative Court,
Stuttgart, Germany) seeks guidance on the interpretation of Regulation (EC) No
1013/2006 on shipments of waste. (2) It wishes to ascertain whether a waste stream
composed principally of paper products should be categorised as so-called ‘green’
waste and therefore subject to the flexible control procedure provided in that
regulation. The referring court also asks whether such waste can still be categorised
as ‘green’ if it contains up to 10% impurities.
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=222897&pageIndex
=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=436174
About 50000 Workers Face Serious Health Issues In ‘Illegal E-Waste Companies’
In Hyderabad
Toxics Link
E-waste
13-3-2020
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Summary

Link

Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary

Link
Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary
Link

Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary

Link

WasteForce

A study by Toxics Link, an environmental research and advocacy non-profit identified
20 e-waste processing units in Hyderabad operating with impunity without safeguards.
There are over 5000 illegal e-waste processing units, employing over 50,000 people.
http://www.hydnews.net/about-50000-workers-face-serious-health-issues-in-illegal-ewaste-companies-in-hyderabad/
Illegal Trafficking of Plastic Waste: The Italy–Malaysia Connection
Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI)
Plastic waste
2-4-2020
This articles summarises reports of Greenpeace that assessed the plastic imports and
exports following the Chinese import ban. Waste that was originally destined for China
was redirected to less-regulated countries, especially in Southeast Asia and to other
areas that lack adequate restrictions. A report by Greenpeace Italy showed that in the
first 9 months of 2019 nearly half of Italian plastic waste was illegally exported to plants
without a permit.
https://www.iai.it/sites/default/files/iaicom2016.pdf
No 'Away': Why is the U.S. Still Offshoring Plastic Waste Around the World?
Plastic Pollution Coalition & Last Beach Cleanup
Plastic
07-04-2020
Overview of plastic waste exports from the United States, see also Annex V for an
overview of articles about the United States and United Kingdom waste exports.
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/blog/2020/4/6/why-is-the-us-still-offshoringpost-consumer-plastic-waste-around-the-world
https://www.lastbeachcleanup.org/plastic-waste-exports
China moves towards zero import of solid waste
Waste Management Review
All waste
8-5-2020
China is a step closer to making limitations on importing solid waste from international
countries including the US, UK and Australia. China’s National People’s Congress
Standing Committee passed legislation last week to revise the country’s solid waste
management policies, even though the government continues to approve imports of
recovered fiber. According to the Bureau of International Recycling, a Brussels-based
global nonprofit, the revision passed on April 29 shows that China is moving towards
gradually realising zero import of solid waste.
https://wastemanagementreview.com.au/china-moves-towards-zero-import-of-solidwaste/

Reports, books, papers
Title
Opening the black box: local insights into the formal and informal global
mercury trade revealed
Organisation
IUCN
Type of waste
Mercury
Date
14-4-2020
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Summary

Link

Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary

Link

Title
Organisation
Type of waste
Date
Summary

Link

Title

WasteForce

Report about the formal and informal mercury trade. The report summarises imports,
trade routes and the supply chain, the main drivers of mercury trade and it provides
a set of recommendations.
https://www.iucn.nl/files/groene_economie/lr_mercury_brochure_digitaal_gebruik.p
df
https://www.iucn.nl/en/updates/iucn-nl-sheds-light-on-the-formal-and-informalmercurytrade?utm_medium=email&utm_source=nieuwsbrief&utm_campaign=mercury
Implement for Life: Crime and Punishment
European Environmental Bureau
General waste
2-3-2020
This report finds that vague legal definitions and gaps in enforcement allow for crimes
to be perpetrated without a suitable punishment. The authors concentrate on three
main factors explaining why this is the case: the problems in investigating the guilty
parties, corporate liability of environmental crimes and the level of sanctions.
There is a chapter on the illegal handling and trade of pesticides and a case study of
shipbreaking.
https://mk0eeborgicuypctuf7e.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Crimeand-punishment-March-2020.pdf
Illegal Imports of HFCs into the EU: Why Now? & Actions to Identify, Detect,
Prevent, Penalise, Prosecute
European FluoroCarbons Technical Committee
Ozone Depleting Substances
14-8-2019
The EFCTC wrote a report about the illegal trade in HFCs into the EU, with
information about illegal imports, how to identify illegal imports and measures and
actions to help prevent illegal trade in HFCs. There is also an incident reporting
system on the website, where illegal activities can be reported.
https://www.fluorocarbons.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019-08-14-EFCTCIllegal-Trade-of-HFCs-Why.pdf

Organisation

Understanding the Impacts of Transboundary Waste Shipment Policies: The
Case of Plastic and Electronic Waste
Journal: Sustainability

Date

2-4-2020

Type of waste

Case studies on plastic and e-waste

Summary

This paper is building on the WasteForce project deliverable ‘EU and Global Policy
Impact Analysis Methodology’, which is led by the University of Limerick in
cooperation with the United Nations University. Impact assessment is a part of the
policy implementation cycle, which can support the design and implementation of
effective policies at a minimum cost. It can be instrumental in understanding policy
options available to tackle a particular issue before devising a policy and in analysing
the performance of already implemented policy instruments with respect to the
desired goals. When it comes to environmental policies, demonstrating the worth and
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Link
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merit of any regulation is even more important. The knowledge gathered from the
evaluation of existing policies can help improve the quality of new environmental
policies. This paper analyses policy impacts and their assessments related to the
transboundary movement of waste.
https://www.wasteforceproject.eu/paper-understanding-the-impacts-oftransboundary-waste-shipment-policies-the-case-of-plastic-and-electronic-waste/

Title

Packaging plastics in the circular economy

Organisation

European Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC)

Date

11-2-2020

Type of waste

Plastic

Summary

Packaging plastics can offer an almost infinite range of options for manufacturers,
both in terms of function and design. Their durability and resistance to degradation
means that if they ‘leak’ into the environment, they stay there. Leakage has been
increasing rapidly and its detrimental impact, especially on the marine environment,
has attracted wide public and political concern. Currently, the amount of plastic
entering the environment far exceeds that which is recycled, with large quantities
being exported from Europe to low and middle-income countries that do not have
appropriate disposal or recycling facilities: this "low-cost option" is wholly unethical
and unsustainable.
https://easac.eu/fileadmin/PDF_s/reports_statements/Plastics/EASAC_Plastics_We
b_complete_6May2020_FINAL.pdf

Link

Title

UNEP Exposes Fight Against Illegal Trade in Pesticides, Mercury

Organisation

UNEP

Type of waste

Chemicals: pesticides, mercury

Date

21-4-2020

Summary

The illegal trade of chemicals is the subject of a report from the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP), which highlights knowledge gaps and enforcement challenges
related to the regulating trade in toxic, hazardous, and severely restricted chemicals.
The report titled, ‘The Illegal Trade in Chemicals,’ was released on 1 April 2020. In
discussing the governance and markets of the illegal chemicals and waste trade, the
authors review enforcement failures and best practices, and provide
recommendations for policymakers, as well as for communities and users of
chemicals.
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/unep-exposes-fight-against-illegal-trade-in-pesticidesmercury/

Link

Title
Organisation

Waste Trade in the Philippines: how local and global policy instruments can
stop the tide of foreign waste dumping in the country
Greenpeace

Type of waste

All waste

Date

1-3-2020

Summary

This report is a review of waste trade-related policies in the Philippines. It examines
how current laws and regulations have fallen short of giving the country adequate
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Link

Title

WasteForce

protection against the detrimental impacts of waste trade—regardless of whether the
importation was illegally or legally fulfilled. The report shows how gaps in current
policies and systems allow illegal waste to enter undetected into the country, and
how waste, purportedly for recycling, continuously enters our ports—despite the lack
of proper recycling facilities, and the absence of stringent monitoring systems to
ensure the proper handling of the imported waste. By exposing these gaps, the report
calls on the Philippine government to urgently ratify the Basel Ban Amendment, and
additionally impose a total comprehensive ban on all waste imports.
https://storage.googleapis.com/planet4-philippines-stateless/2020/03/d11386c3waste-trade-in-the-philippines-report-s.pdf

Organisation

Seafloor of Fram Strait is a sink for microplastic from Arctic and North
Atlantic Ocean
Alfred Wegener Institute

Type of waste

Plastic

Date

27-03-2020

Summary

"The study offers an important snapshot in which analyses with infrared microscopes
allowed us to gain a solid overview of plastic pollution in Fram Strait," says Gunnar
Gerdts, an AWI microbiologist and Head of the Microplastic Analysis Group. The
experts determined that 39 percent of the particles suspended in the water came
from polyamide, which is used to produce e.g. fibres for textiles and fishing nets,
while nearly a quarter of all particles in the water column were identified as synthetic
rubber (ethylene-propylene-diene rubber), an elastic type of plastic used e.g. in
automotive and machine-building, as pond liner, for sealing roofs and house fronts,
and as filler in artificial turf. In the seafloor sediments, the team primarily found
particles made of chlorinated polyethylene (CPE), which is used e.g. in the
manufacture of cables, hoses, films and antilock braking systems (ABS).
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/03/200327141517.htm#

Link

Summaries of waste transport inspections
Title

Prosecution of illegal waste shipments in 2018 Germany

Organisation

German Environment Agency (UBA)

Date

10-1-2020

Summary

An overview of the illegal waste exports in Germany in 2018 (in German).

Link

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/2503/dokumente/verfol
gung_der_illegalen_abfallverbringung_2018.pdf

Title

Control of cross-border shipments of waste at the Karavanke border crossing

Organisation

Inspectorate for the Environment and Spatial Planning Slovenia

Date

12-5-2020

Summary

As part of the campaign, five shipments of waste were inspected, namely shipments
with waste mineral engine oil, liquid combustible waste, waste from flue gas cleaning
and mixed waste, in which at least one waste is hazardous (export from Slovenia)
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and mixed waste containing hazardous waste (shipment in transit from Croatia to
Germany). In none of these five shipments, no irregularities were found. Waste was
sent after previously obtained consents, shipments were accompanied by properly
completed transport documents, waste vehicles were properly marked. Even in the
case of a shipment of waste sent from Slovenia to Austria with a document from
Annex VII (non-hazardous waste), no irregularities were found in the completion of
the document from the vehicle identification. The campaign was carried out as part
of the Life + project SWEAP.
https://www.gov.si/novice/2020-05-12-nadzor-cezmejnega-posiljanja-odpadkov-namejnem-prehodu-karavanke-42304/

Title

Summary of inspections of transboundary waste movements

Organisation

Inspectorate for the Environment and Spatial Planning Slovenia

Date

16-2-2020

Summary

Summary of inspections of transboundary waste movements: Six inspections were
carried out at the Šempas rest area and there were no major irregularities. Furs fined
the driver of the vehicle, who had a prescribed sign for transporting waste only on
the back and not on the front. In Obrežje, two out of six inspected shipments were
found to be illegal shipments of waste. The truck did not transport waste wood chips
from Croatia to Slovenia, as the documents showed, but a mixture of waste wood
and other waste. He did not have the consent to do so. The shipment went back to
Croatia, and the inspection procedure at the Slovenian company is still ongoing, the
environmental inspectorate said. Pieces of plastic and ceramics were mixed among
the waste iron particles sent from Slovenia to Croatia, so the inspectors sent the
shipment back to the plant, where the inspection procedure has not yet been
completed. In the port of Koper, representatives of the Environmental Inspectorate
and Furs opened four shipping containers and detained three due to inadequate
documentation. Until the submission of the relevant documentation, shipments of
slag from Hungary to Pakistan, a shipment of waste referred to as “propene
polymers” sent for processing from Slovenia to Turkey and a shipment of baled
transparent waste foil, partly contaminated, sent for processing from Slovenia to
Malaysia will be waiting. , ”They listed at the Environmental Inspectorate, where they
are announcing new joint control actions with Furs and the police.
https://www.primorske.si/slovenija/stikali-po-cezmejnih-odpadkih

Link

Cases
Case 6. Germany
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/ Value
Routes
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi

Germany: Police Discovers Illegal Oily Waste on Cargo Ship
6-3-2020
Oily waste
Approximately 300 liters of oily waste
A Barbados flagged ship in Bremen, Germany
Illegal storage
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Enforcement
Action

Criminal
organisation
Summary
For
more
information,
please visit:

WasteForce

A 45-year old ship’s engineer has been found responsible. He has been ordered to
pay a security deposit of EUR 1,900 (USD 2,140). In addition, a criminal charge
due to illegal waste handling has been filed. The unnamed ship will be allowed to
leave the port when it fixes the deficiencies, according to the police.
A 45-year old ship’s engineer has been found responsible.
Authorities in Germany have discovered an illegally stored oily waste on board a
Barbados-flagged cargo ship docked in Bremerhaven.
https://www.offshore-energy.biz/germany-police-discovers-illegal-oily-waste-oncargo-ship/

Case 7. United Kingdom - Bulgaria
Title
Balkan Blog: A poor solution to waste disposal
Date
17-3-2020
Type of waste
Plastic, household waste
Quantity/Value
25 containers with each 20 tonnes of waste
Routes
United Kingdom to Bulgaria
Type of crimes/ Illegal burning
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
The burning was allowed by authorities, but NGOs have filed a claim with the
Action
European Commission
Criminal
Unreported
organisation
Summary
In March there was air pollution cause by power plants illegally burning waste
illegally imported from the United Kingdom.
For
more
information,
please visit:

https://www.intellinews.com/balkan-blog-a-poor-solution-to-waste-disposal178597/

Case 8. United Kingdom - Romania
Title
Illegal waste from countries including UK to blame for air pollution in
Bucharest, says Romania minister
Date
4-3-2020
Type of waste
Waste disguised as household items
Quantity/Value
Routes
From the United Kingdom to Romania
Type of crimes/ Illegal export and illegal incineration
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
Police investigation found air pollution came from waste illegally imported from the
Action
UK. They are investigation waste collection companies that collect from the port of
Constanta.
Criminal
At least one recycling company in the UK
organisation
Summary
The United Kingdom is illegally shipping waste to Romania disguised as household
items, that are illegally burned.
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/03/04/illegal-waste-countries-includinguk-blame-air-pollution-bucharest/

Case 9. The Netherlands
Title
Illegal shipment of Used Cooking Oil (UCO)
Date
27-3-2020
Type of waste
Used Cooking Oil
Quantity/ Value
28.700 kg
Routes
From the Netherlands to an unknown destination
Type of crimes/ Illegal export
Modus Operandi
Enforcement
The court found the suspect guilty of not providing adequate documentation with
Action
the export of the shipment. The suspect will get a fine of €2,000.
Criminal
Company
organisation
Summary
Shipping of 28.700 kg UCO from the Netherlands to unknown destination. The
waste was accompanied by the right shipping documents. Issues arose when the
receiver refused and returned the waste. Despite the unclearness in the regulation
the suspect (the waste exporter) was held responsible for the traceability of the
returned waste.
For
more HTTPS://UITSPRAKEN.RECHTSPRAAK.NL/INZIENDOCUMENT?ID=ECLI%3ANL%
information,
3AGHARL%3A2020%3A2539&SHOWBUTTON=TRUE
please visit:
Case 10. Belgium – the Netherlands
Title
Illegal export of sludge
Date
12-2-2020
Type of waste
Sludge
Routes
From Belgium to the Netherlands
Quantity/ Value
30.000m2
Type of crimes/ Illegal export
Modus Operandi
Criminal
A company
organisation
Enforcement
The court ruled that the sludge must be removed from the storage, €10,000 must
action
be paid for each day that the sludge is not removed.
Summary
Transfer from Belgium into the Netherlands of 30.000m2 sludge. The receiving
party refused the waste and then agreed to dispose the waste temporaty in a
storage of the Dutch company, but after one month the sludge has not been
removed yet. The court ruled that the sludge must be removed by the Belgium
company, otherwise fines must be paid.
For
more https://uitspraken.rechtspraak.nl/inziendocument?id=ECLI:NL:RBMNE:2020:393
information,
please visit:
Case 11. The Netherlands
Title
Illegal processing of residual food waste
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Type of waste
Routes
Quantity/ Value
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Enforcement
action
Summary
For
more
information,
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5-2-2020
Residual food waste
NA
7000 tonnes, illegal profits of 4 million euros
Illegal processing: a company collected residual waste from food businesses and
transformed it to animal feed
A company
The investigation is ongoing
A company collected residual waste from food businesses and transformed it to
animal feed
https://www.om.nl/actueel/nieuws/2020/02/05/politie-houdt-3-verdachten-aanvoor-stelselmatig-omkatten-veevoer

Case 12. Indonesia - Bangladesh
Title
NGOs urge Bangladesh authorities to halt the import of a highly toxic
offshore unit that illegally departed from Indonesia
Date
29-4-2020
Type of waste
Shipbreaking: hazardous waste, slop oil, sludge, mercury
Routes
From Indonesia to Bangladesh
Quantity/ Value
More than 1500 tons of hazardous waste from the oil extraction process onboard,
including 1000 tons of slop oil, 500 tons of oily water and 60 tons of sludge oil. Lab
results on a sludge sample shared with the Platform reveal mercury levels of
395mg/kg.
Type of crimes/ Illegal export
Modus Operandi
Criminal
The vessel was owned by an Indonesian company, but recently sold to a company
organisation
specialised in trading end-of-life vessels to beaching yards
Enforcement
NGOs urged Bangladesh authorities to halt the import of the offshore unit
action
Summary
The Floating Storage and Offloading (FSO) tanker J. NAT is currently being towed
towards the infamous shipbreaking beach of Chattogram. The FSO J. NAT left
Indonesian waters on 18 April even though local activists warned Indonesian
authorities about the toxicity of the vessel. Given the likely high concentrations of
mercury in the steel hull of the FSO J. NAT and the blow torch method used to cut
vessels, there is a high risk of inhalation of mercury vapour.
For
more https://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/fso-jesslyn-natuna/
information,
please visit:
Case 13. Belgium- France
Title
Belgian trucks illegally dump tons of waste in a French village
Date
24-2-2020
Type of waste
Household waste and construction waste
Quantity/Value
The waste disposal site is already 200 tons heavy. In 2017, 7 tons of waste was
reported to be illegally exported and in 2018, 139 tonnes.
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Routes
Enforcement
Action
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary
For
more
information,
please visit:

Case 14. ItalySlovenia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Enforcement
Action
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For
more
information,
please visit:
Case 15. ItalySlovenia
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Enforcement
Action
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation

WasteForce

From Brecht in Belgium to the French village Redange.
The truck drivers informed the police. Action is not reported in the article.
Illegal disposal
Companies
A Belgium company was ordered to dump the waste by another company.
https://www.lesoir.be/282531/article/2020-02-24/des-camions-belges-deversentillegalement-des-tonnes-de-dechets-dans-un-village
https://www.hln.be/nieuws/buitenland/dorpje-net-over-franse-grens-verzuipt-inbelgisch-illegaal-gedumptafval~a3613c8d/?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

Waste straight to the Risnik landslide instead of to the landfill
26-3-2020
household waste
60 cubic meters of waste
Italy to Slovenia
NA
Illegal disposal
Unknown
Right next to the Risnik landslide in Divača, someone dumped large piles of waste.
The municipality of Divača estimates that there are about 60 cubic meters of
remains that would otherwise have to go to a landfill or incinerator. It is suspect that
they were imported from Italy.
http://e-clip.pressclip.si/novi_eclip/article.aspx?SEED=d2c02c30-b708-4caf-b0abe9d43bc7102a1742585088

Illegal shipment of mixed waste
30-3-2020
Household waste
8.000 kg
From Italy to Slovenia
Repatriation procedure, case still ongoing
Illegal export
NA
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Summary

On 30th of March Police during routine inspection on border crossing
Fernetiči/Fernetti discovered shipment of household (mixed) waste, exported from
Italy to Slovenia.

For
more
information,
please visit:

This information comes from the he Inspectorate for the Environment and
Spatial Planning Slovenia

Case 16. ItalyBulgaria
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Enforcement
Action
Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

For
more
information,
please visit:
Case 17. ItalyAfrican
countries
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Enforcement
Action

Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi

Deportation of Italian garbage stored in Varna port continues
27-3-2020
Plastic, rubber, textile, wood, glass
In total 127 containers with waste, 102 have already been returned to Italy.
From Italy to the port of Varna-West, Bulgaria
The containers have been returned to Italy, except for 25 containers that will be
returned next week. The investigation continues.
Illegal export
An Italian company in Salerno shipped the waste.
Another 20 containers with garbage stored at the port of Varna-West have been
returned to Italy. 25 of the total of 127 garbage containers remain now in the
Bulgarian port. They are also expected to be returned back to Italy next week. The
case of the Italian garbage in Varna is under investigation. The containers were
shipped to Bulgaria by an Italian company based in the town of Salerno.
https://bnr.bg/en/post/101248000/deportation-of-italian-garbage-stored-in-varnaport-continues

Port of Salerno, international trafficking of waste: 69 precautionary measures
5-5-2020
Special and non-special waste, WEEE
60 tons of special and non-special waste + 1,000 photovoltaic panels + 100
accumulators
From the port of Salerno in the south of Italy, directed to African countries (not
specified)
Operation named 'Tortuga' started back in 2018, following a reporting of the
European Anti-Fraud office (OLAF) mainly linked to illicit trafficking of tobacco.
Huge operation carried out in Campania, led to seizure of 60 tons of special and
non-special waste + 1,000 photovoltaic panels + 100 accumulators . The operations
was mostly based on wiretapping discovering the corruption among the customs
representatives.
Illicit export + illicit access to informatics systems + illicit sharing of confidential data
linked to the criminal procedures + corruption of customs officials + illicit declaration
of transit of tobacco products (then illegally introduced in the black market )
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Criminal
organisation
Summary

For
more
information,
please visit:

Case
18.
Slovenia - Italy
Title
Date
Type of waste
Quantity/Value
Routes
Enforcement
Action

Type of crimes/
Modus Operandi
Criminal
organisation
Summary

WasteForce

The criminal organization involved in this case is composed by a number of
corrupted officers, including customs officers, health professionals, carriers,
workers of companies operating in the port of Salerno etc.
The director ad interim of the Customs office of Salerno, the vice-director, two
lawyers and one officer of the Minitry of Justice were involved in the criminal
activities. The three latter were accused to have illicitely accessed the informatic
systems and spread confidential data linked to the criminal proceeding. Moreover,
an officer of the Financial Police was accused of a fake declaration concerning the
transit of 5 tons of tobacco products, later exported, while the products were
actually introduced on the black market. Consequence of this fake declaration was
a tax evasion of around 200,000 euros.
https://napoli.repubblica.it/cronaca/2020/05/05/news/traffico_internazionale_di_rifi
uti_speciali_69_misure_caut
elari_nel_porto_di_salerno-255707588/

Illicit trafficking of waste: six people arrested in Gorizia, Belluno and in Campania
20-5-2020
Mostly plastic waste
4,500 tons
From Slovenia to Italy
Italian supervisory authorities took action on Tuseday 19 May 2020, arrested 6
people and sezied 1 million euro. During the investigations, LEAs made use of
drones to monitor the movement of the trucks, since their entrance into Italy and
then until the final disposal of waste.
Illegal export
Organized crime (eco-mafie)
Arrested people were engaged in illegal shipments of waste (mostly plastic waste).
According to the findings of Italian investigators, waste found in abandoned
warehouse near the municipality of Mossa, was transported also from Borovnica
town (Slovenia). Through the use of drones, police and financial guards filmed a
number of waste transports. For the most part, trucks arrived in the early hours of
the morning to avoid curious glances and possible surveillance by supervisory
authorities. They also drove over an area that is densely overgrown and therefore
less noticeable. After the start of the investigation, the police and the financial
department monitored all the routes of the carriers, from the entrance to Italy to the
waste warehouse. The property worth a million euros was confiscated from those
involved, which allegedly originated from the waste business, and on the other
hand, the suspects caused ecological damage to the municipality of Mossa. When
investigators seized a warehouse in Mossa last year full of waste, the suspects
began looking for alternative locations where they could transport the waste and
continue with a lucrative illegal business, police said.
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For
more
information,
please visit:
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https://corrieredelveneto.corriere.it/belluno/cronaca/20_maggio_19/traffico-illecitorifiuti-sei-arresti-gorizia-belluno-campania-5455d352-99b4-11ea-82fa35fe1b035586.shtml
https://www.primorske.si/primorska/pri-sosedih/smeti-iz-borovnice-koncale-cezmejo
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Annex III: Destinations of U.S. and U.K. Plastic Waste Exports
Country Waste Mismanagement Rates and Evidence of Harms to Receiving Countries from the Last
Beach Cleanup: https://www.lastbeachcleanup.org/plastic-waste-exports

Country
(Waste
Mismanagement
Rate)

U.S. Plastic Waste
Exports

U.K.
Plastic
Waste
Exports

Evidence of Plastic Waste Import
Mismanagement: Environmental & Social
Harms

2010 2018
(kg)
4 million

2019
(kg)

2019
(kg)

Australia Announces Ban on Plastic
Waste Exports: PM says “It’s our waste,
and it’s our responsibility” (Aug 2019)

4.5 million

0

The Guardian (2018)

China & Hong
Kong (74%)
(HK re-exports
to other
countries)
India (85%)

12,284
million

89.6
million

71.6
million

Plastic China video (2014)
Manila Bulletin (2019)
South China Morning Post (2019)
South China Morning Post (Jan 2020)

892
million

85.5
million

11.4
million

India Times (2018)
The Wire (2019)

Indonesia (81%)

370
million

24.3
million

22.5
million

Story of Stuff video
Reuters (2018)
Huff Post: How A Picturesque Fishing Town
Became Smothered In Trash (2019)
Jakarta Post (2019): Developed countries
urged to pick up Brantas River trash
ABC News Australia (2019)
Swiss Info (2019)
Radio Free Asia (2019)
The Australian (2019)
Citizen Digital (2019)
Jakarta Post (2019)
Channel News Asia (2019)
Free Malaysia Today (August 2019)
The Telegraph (August 2019)
Channel News Asia (September 2019)
Environmental Leader (September 2019)
The Brussels Times (October 2019)
Resource Recycling (October 2019)
Mongaybay (November 2019)
The Guardian (November 2019)
BBC News (November 2019)
Channel News Asia (March 2020)
FRONTLINE and NPR (March 2020)

Bangladesh
(87%)
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Malaysia (55%)

535
million

60.6
million

40.0
million

Mexico (12%)

265.4
million

36.9
million

0

Pakistan (86%)

4 million

5.0 million

7.1
million

Philippines
(81%)

15
million

7.9 million

0.36
million

Senegal (82%)

0

7.8 million

0

Thailand (73%)

178
million

27.2
million

1.2
million

Turkey (16%)

51
million

29.2
million

153.9
million
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Greenpeace “The Recycling Myth” report
and video (2018)
Malaysian Authorities Report (2018)
Deutsche Welle (2019)
Radio New Zealand video (2018)
Al Jazeera video (2019)
Suddeutsche Zeitung (2019)
BBC video (2019)
Huff Post (2019), CNN (2019)
The Straits Times (2019)
The Sun Daily (2019)
Reuters (2019)
The Daily Mail (2019)
The Star (2019)
Recycling International (2019)
Center for Public Integrity (2019)
Malay Mail (2019)
Environmental Leader (2019)
SkyNews (January 2020)
RTE (February 2020)
The Guardian (February 2020)
Fortune (March 2020)

Greenpeace Unearthed (2018)
Pakistan & Gulf Economist (2018)
Pakistan Today (2019)
The News on Sunday (2019)
The Manila Times (2019)
Manila Bulletin (2019)
Rappler (2019)
Manila Bulletin (2019)
Philippines News Agency (2019)
Coconuts Manila (2019)
The Guardian (2019)
Recycling Today (2018)

Sky News Video (2018)
Thai Authorities Report (2018)
The Straits Times (2019)
The Guardian (2018)
IPA News (2019)
Discarded (2019)
AL-Monitor (2019)
Ahval News (2020)
Al Jazeera (2020)
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Vietnam (86%)

447
million

3.2 million

0.02
million

Nikkei Asian Review (2018)
The Conversation (2019)

Total to
Countries with
High
Mismanagement
Rates (>5%)

15,234
million

436.3
million

320
million

Canada

1,432
million

151.4
million

0.02
million

100
million

31.0
million

4.5
million

Sky News: Dirty Business (2018)
Financial Review (2018)
National Geographic (2018)
CBC News video (2018)
CGTN video (2018)
Financial Times (2018)
GAIA & Greenpeace Reports on Impacts
Throughout Asia (2019)
60 Minutes Australia (2019)
Voice of America (2019)
South China Morning Post (2019)
Asia Times (2019)
Mother Jones (2019)
The Australian (2019)
Time (2019)
The Guardian (2019)
The Los Angeles Times (2019)
Center for Public Integrity (2019)
DW (2019)
The Guardian - Cambodia (2019)
Flora and Fauna International Report (2019)
BBC News (June 2019)
CNN (July 2019)
China Daily (August 2019)
Geopolitical Monitor (August 2019)
Greenpeace (2019)
The Inertia (2019)
The Globe and Mail (2019)
CBC News (2019)
CTV News (2019)
CFJC Today (2019)
Todayville (2019)
CBC News (July 2019)
Manila Bulletin (August 2019)
Sun Star (August 2019)
The Chronicle Journal (January 2020)

South Korea
(Some plastic
waste is reexported to
other countries)

Data Sources:
1. U.S. Plastic Waste Exports (U.S. Census Bureau data)
2. U.K. Plastic Waste Exports (HM Revenue & Customs data)
3. Country Waste Mismanagement Rates (Jambeck et. al, 2015)
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